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PREFACE. 

t 

X HAVE been blamed by many of my partial friends 
for noticing, in thefe Letters, the low fcurrility of 
Mr. Cobbet, under the name of Peter Porcupine. 

But befidcs letting it pafs unnoticed for five years, it 
had a much more extenfive efFecl than thofe friends 
were aware of, and had great influence not only with 
EngliQimen like himCelf, who now appears to have 
been hired for the purpofe, but with great numbers of 
native Americans, who adopted all his fentiments 
concerning me ; and the language of fome of them 
was, and flill continues to fte, not ids abuiive. 

My principal motive, however, for writing thefe 
Letters, though I did not chufe to mention it at the 
time, was, that the injurious idea of my principles 
and condud were adopted by ibme perfons in whofe 
power it was to do more than threaten. Of this I 
was informed by a zealous friend of adminiflration, 
of the goodncLs of whole information I had no rea- 
ibn to doubt, any more than of his friendihip for 
me, and he afiured me that I was particularly watched 
and threatened. Upon this, knowing my innocence, 
and that much more was generally believed of me 
thrui-was true, I determined, agreeably to my ufual 
frankHcls, to kc the public know all that I had done^ - 
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and even all that / ibougbt^ concerning the meafures 
of adminiftration, and leave my accufers, thus better 

informed, to do what they might think proper. This 
Ij therefore, did in the following Letters^ addreffed 
to thofe who had the beft opportunity of knowing 
whether what I advanced was true or falfe \ and I 
have reafon to think the publication was not without 
fome goodefiefls. Even feme of the more zealous 
federalifts, as they call themfelves, who had given 
too much countenance to the calumnies concerning 
me, I have reafon to think, have a more favourable 
opinion of me than they had been led to entertain. 

Since the publication of thefe Letters, there has a 
happy change taken place in the general fentiments of 
the people of this country, with refpecl to the mca,- 
liires animadverted upon in them ; and, as I am told, 
I may flatter myielf that, as far as the circulation of 
them extended, they (contributed fomething to fo de*- 
firable an end* 

It may now be hoped, that, the people in general 
being now better informed concerning their true in- 
tereif , and their real friends, by many excellent publi- 
cations, efpecially thoie in Jnrora^ no" more at- 
tempts will be made to revive fuch odious and ruinous 
mealures; that the freedom of fpeech and of the prefs, 
that true palladium of all liberty, civil and religious, 
will from this time be held facred ; that the country 
will not again be burdened with the enormous ex- 
pence of a flanding army, on the fhallow pretence of i 
oppohng the invaiion of a foreign enemy, but for the 
real purpofe of filencing the clamours of the people 
againft an unpopular adminiftration, or even for the 
fiipport of any navy beyond what may be neceflary 
for the defence of the coailing trade. 

It may aiio be hoped that, in time, thouehnotlm- - 
mediately, the true nature and vaiue of commerce will • 
be better underftood, that good fenfe will prevail over • 
prejudice, and reafon, and a regard to the true intereft 
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ef the country, over that ^fe pf ide which has in<- 

vol\ cd other countries in needlefs wars, and brought 
thtai to the brink of deftruftion. Perhaps too the ex- 
pence attending embaflies to nations with which wc 
have little intercourfe may be leliened. 

By this time the dread of foreigners may be prcfu- 
ned to have vaniihed, fo that the reception, and na- 
turaHzatlon, of thofe who are ready to fly from thebp- 
preHion and mifcries of Europe may be made as eafy 
a& formerly, arid this country become aguin what \\'as 
its grcatcft boaft, the afylum of the perfecuted in the caufe 
rftiberty^ civil afid religious* And it Ihould be borne in 
mind, that from this encouragement every country 
will derive the greateft advantage as well as the greats- 
eft glory. For the peri'ccuted are commonly the mcft 
aftive and ingenious as well as the moft confcientioua 
of men ^ and they will bring with them, in the arts 
and improvements of various kinds, what will abun- 
dantly repay the country for the advantages they de- 
rive from it. • 

It were farther to be wiihed that, fmcc the /edition 
a8 is now generally thought to have been unconftitu- 
tional, a proper opportunity w ill be taken of folemnly 
declaring it to have been fo, and alio to indemnify, 
as fair ad it can be done, thofe who have fuffered by the 
operation of it. Of the equally obnoxious dRen a€t^ it 
was happy tiiat no advantage was taken, notwith- 
Handing the clamour that was made for it in my cafe, 
and perhaps that of others. 

The fincere good will that I bear to this country, 
and my admiration of its general confiitution, lead 
me to exprefs a wife, that in future it may be better 
guarded agaiiiit mitunilrutStion and cbule, efpecially 
' by putting it out of the power of a Prefident, and a 
part of the ienate, to encroach upon the powers exprefji- 
ly given to the whole congrefs, to regulate commerce, 
and decide all queftionsconcerning peace or war \ and 
that fome plan may be adopted to guard any other 
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part of the conftitution^ aud to facilitate any real im- 
provement of it. 

Laftly, may it not be hoped that, in the prevalence 

of moderation and libersdity, fome cenfure will be pai^ 
fed on the alarming doftrine of conjiru^tive treafon ad- 
vanced in the trial of Mr. Fries* His conduft, and 
'that of thofe who joined him, was certainly cenfura- 
ble, and deferving of punifliment. But no perfonr 
out of the vortex of party can well imagine that they 
had any defign to overturn the con^tutim ; and there- 
fore the offence could not be that of high treafon. 

On the principle advanced by judge Chafe, I do not- 
iee but that any other oifence againll the peace and 
good order of fociety may be judged to be high trea^ 
fon ; and this leads to confound all crimes and puniih- . 
ments. It makes all laws, like thofe of Draco, to be 
written in blood. Such an abufe of profeiTional know- 
ledge and power is deferving ot tiie fevereft aniraad- 
verfion^ and the Treiident deferved well of his coun* 
tryvfor giving no countenance to it* 

All that I can do a&ati inhabitant of the country (as 
much interefted in its welfare as any other inhabicanty 
foreigner or native) is to cndeivour, in the fphere in 
which I move, and by the means that are in my power, 
to promote its profperityj and this, at my time of 
life, muft chiefly conlifl: in ^ving my boneil opinion, 
as in this publication I have done, by what meafures 
this profperity may be moll cffeftually promoted. But 
after giving this opinion, with the reafons on which 
it is founded, I muft, as becomes every good citizen, 
acquiefce in the decifions of the legitimate rulers, whe- 
ther I can approve of them or not. 

N. B. As the primary defign of thofe Letters was 
the vindication of my character and conduct, 1 fliall 
fubjoin to this edition, a Letter to a friend in Faris^ 
which has the lame objed. 
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LETTER t. 

Of my Situation us an Alien. 

» * ♦ 

My FrUnds and Neighbmrjtf 

WHEN, any peribn becomes ah objea of more 
j ftifptcion than he wiihes to lie under, he natu* 

• rally appeals to thofe who havte liad tlic hcii oppor- 
■ tunity of knowing him ; and if they be iatisficd with 
I relpect to his conduct, it is the beft means of fatisfying 
I others^. This unpleafant charafter of a fufpeSed perfon, 
f hoftile to the country in which I live, aggravated by 
; the conlideration of its having afforded me proteflion 
when I could not live with comfort, or even with fafer 
^ ty, in my native country, you well know I have borne 
f for iome time. 
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I think it barely poffible for a man who has, In 

the five years that I have been among you, done fo little 
of an oiicnfive nature, to have become the object of 
more fufpicion and rancour than i have incurred. The ' 
moil popular writer in this country, and who receives 
the greateft countenance from the perfons in power,' 
fays, " I hope I Ihall fee the malignant old Tartuff 
" oi Noi chumberland begging his bread through the 

ftrccts of Philadelphia, and ending his days in the ; 

poor houfe, v^ithout a friend to ciole his eyes." ! 
The curfe of £rnulphus in Triftram Shandy does not | 
exceetithis* I 

In order to keep as clear as poffible, and as free } 
froai fufpicion, witli refpe£l to the politics of this coun- 1 
try, I did not chufe even to be naturalized, and the ' 
Preiident, to whom I mentioned my objection to it, . 
. much approved of my refolution. But I find that this ( 
precaution has not availed me any thing. 

Being an aiienj the Prcfidcnt has been again and a- 
gain called upon to carry into execution againil mc the 
late acl of congrefs rei peeling aliens. It has been faid, 
that " if what 1 have done pafl'es unnoticed by govern- 

ment, it will operate ^ the greateft encouragement 
« that its enemies have ever received. They will lay 
" and jurtly too, that tho* thePrefident is armed with 

power, he is afraid to make ufe of it, and that the 
" pdien law is a mere bug bear*'* ' ^ 

I hope, however, to convince you that iuch an ^ 
order would be cruel and unjuft ^ for that i am not ib 
very dar g rous a perifon this writer and hif pktty . 

I hat I may condu6l this addrefs to you with feme ' 

regard to me'liiod, I fhall firft confider what is objccl:. ^ 

ed to me from what 1 am^ and then from what / have \ 

done. After this I fliall tell you what 1 iJjink^ both - 

with refpeS; to your government in general, and the i 

late adminiftration of it, vidth the reafons on which J 

my opinions are founded ^ and thus you will know : 



1 i 



fuppofe 



,1, 



Of Nortbumberlandy is^c* 3 



better than you can do at prefent what to think of me, 

and of my accufcrs too. In doing this I fliall, with 
Pope, • 

pour out all myfeit as plain. 

As honeft Shippen, or as old Montagne. 
In the firft place, then, I am to confider what is 
objefted to me from what lam. In fome refpeds 
neither praife nor blame will attach to what a man is, 
becaufe it was not in his power to have been ^iny other. 
It will not, for inftance, be objet^ed nie, at leait as an 
unfavourable circumftance, that I am a native of Eng- 
land, even by thofe whofe greateft boaft it is that they 
are native Americans. Nor ihall I be cenfured for 
flying, what I always have done, and what with great 
truth 1 repeat, that I am proud of my native country, 
and am as lincere a well wifher to it as any American 
can be to this country. It does not depend on our- 
felves, but upon our parents, and upon God, who al^ 
ligns to every man his proper ftation and duty, where 
we (hall be born. 

But of what importance is it where I was born, or 
whence I came ; whether I dropped among you 
from the clouds, or rofe out of the earth? Here 1 am« 
Here is my family. Here is my property, and every 
thing clfe that can attach a man to any place. Let any 
perfon only view my houfe, my garden, my library, 
my laboralory, and the other convcniencies with which 
1 am fiirrounded, and let him withal confider my a<j^e, 
and the little difpoiition that I have Ihewn to ramble . 
. any whither, andfay whether any perfon among your- 
fclveSy or in the United Sutes, could remove with 
more diflSculty, or with' more lofi, than I Ihould do. 
And yet. there arc great numbers who would think 
no more of an order to fend me out of the country 
(which it is in the power of the Preiident to give, and 
even without deigning to give mea hearing) than if I 
was a pauper, without houfe or home ^ and they would 
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rejmce as much in it as if I had . been a burden to Ae 
diftricl. 

It is furcly, alio, as probable that I fliall have a 
real attachment to a country, and the government of 
it^ to which i came mluniarilj^ and horn a preierence 
of them to any other, as if T had been a native, and 
confequently had had no choice in the cafe, b it fup- 
pofcd by my adverfaries that I have aduy predileftton ' 
for England, ur tlie government of it^ merely becaufe 
I was born there ? 

If I am an alien myfelf, my fons are naturalized ; 
and muft not a father feel for them ? Can he be an 
enemy to the country to which ihcy belong ? 

I have been repeatedly reprefent^. as a man mined 
by fpeculations in land, and driven into faclion by 
want. But it is not unknown to you that, except the 
pucchafe of Tome lands on thcLoyalfock, in which I 
am interefied in comunflion with my fon and others, 
who made the purchafe before my arrival, and on 
which a promifing fettlement is now making, I have 
made no purchafe whatever, except for the conve- 
nience of my perfonal rcfidencc. You who know me, 
and the manner in which I live, will be furprifed to 
hear of my poverty. Though I do not boaft of my 
ridies, I am thankful to a good providence for an 
abundant coinpetence, equal to all my wants. 

You will more particularly fmile to hear my ac- 
cufcr fay, that I live in " a fijcd, which I dignify with 
* ' the name ofzhoufe-y' when you know that, wi th r efpeft 
both to convenience and elegance, it is fuperior to any 
houifi in the county^ and »cepting Philadelphia, and 
its neighbourhood, there are perhaps few that arc 
equal to it in the whole State. It would be a better 
founded objcftion to fay, that its appearance is too 
Ariilocratical for the habitation of a. Democrat. My 
library and philofophical apparatus are, without boaiU 
ing, fuperior to any thing of the kind in this country, 
and of much more value than my houfe* . How fac* 
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tious foever I may have been, you are fatisfied that ^ 
, my circumftances could not have fumifhed any mo- 
tive for factious condufl. 
, He aUb fays t!iat, " like Mr, Vauglran, I fliall leave 

this country in dudgeon the moment I can j^o it 
" with a profped of living eUewhere with fafety and 

in eafe/' You who haow the provifion I have 
made for fpending my days in comfort here, are bet- 
ter judges of the probability of this than any perfoa 
at a diftance can be. Mr. Cobbet's account of mvfelf, 
and my conduct, in his pamphlet on the iubject of 
my emigration, has juft as much truth in it as nis ac* 
> count of my houfe and my intentions. 

It is, however, moft ferioufly objefted to me that 
I am a French citizen^ and have adopted French princi- 
ples ; and in the opinion of many perfons thofe prin- 
cipies are truly diabolical, fo that i might as well hava 
come to you from the infernal regions. This 1 feel to 
be dangerous ground ; but having undertaken to give 
you the beft account that 1 can cff what I arriy I fcall^ 
if you will have the courage to follow me, venture 
upon it in my nci^t Letter. In the mean time, I am» 

My Friends and Neighbours, 

Your fincerely, 

J. PJEUESTLEY. 
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LETTER U. . 

Of French Ciiizen/ltip, and French Principles. 
My Friends and Neighbours f 

IN my laft I promifed to confider what is objeAed 

to me as a Citizen of France, This I find to be an ac- 
cufation oi a very ferious nature. For on tliis account 
alone it is taken for granted that I mu/l be an enemy 
to this country, wliicli for fome time pall has been in 
n ft ite nearly bordering on open hoftility virith France*, 
Mr. Hall, coniiders it as a fufficient propf of Mn 
Cooper's beinpf inimical to this country, that, pn ^ 
late occaiion, he was luppofed to have acted in concert 
with mc as if I was not only avowedly hoftile to this 
country myfelf, but mull neceflarily communicate thq 
fame hoftile difpofitton to all perfons who have any 
communication with me. 

But^ my friends, hear a little reafon on thisfubjeft. 

You have heard a great deal that is not reafon, but 
mere paihonate declamation upon it j and efpecially 
attend to the circumiiance of the time in which I was 
made a citizen of France^ and the occaiion of it. It 
was limply as a well known friend of general liberty, 
in confcquence pf my having written in defence of 

* I ihould have hoped that, as a firanger and an aiietit deprived by 
an aft of Congrefs, of the proteftion of the law, I fhould have been 
confidered as having the ftronger claim on the forbearance and kjud- 
nefs of mv neighbours, efpecialiy thofc witk whom 1 had had any 
friendly inrcrcourfe ; and that if I bad faid or done any thing that 
might have broQght me into danger, it would have beoa concealed, 
rather than have been, withoot any provocation, or neceffity, brought 
forward to the view of the public. But what rights are they thai 
party fpitit will refpefl? Not always even thofc of natare^ mttch 
lefs thofc of neighbourhood and acqoaintance. 
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the liberties of America, as well as thofe of France, 

and as one who had fufFered in the caufe. • 

Confider alio that at that time there was no fufpi- 
cion of a war between I^ngland and France. The 
French king was then living, the conftitution of France 
was then reduced to a limited monarchy refembling 
that of England, and other Englifhmen, and among 
them Mr. Wilberforce, a faft friend of Mr. Pitt, were 
niade citizens of France. He was difiinguiihcd in this 
manner on account of his takinc^ the lead in the mea- 
fures that were adopted for the abolition of the flave 
trade* It was atfo, I believe, at the fame time that 
your General Waihington received the (ame compli- 
ment ; and furely you do not for this fufpeft htm of 
being your enemy. 

In thefe circumttances it is very poilible that any 
native American might not have, thought it at all dif- 
reputable to have b^h made a (citizen of France, ob- 
noxious as the charader happens to be at prefent. i 
certainly confider it as an honour to me, and think 
that I have mure reafon to be proud of it than of being 
a 72ativc of any country whatever* I wiih I had done 
more to defcrve it. 

But it is alle^d by thofe who wifli to make the 
xnoft of every circumilance that can be confirued to 
my prejudice, that, befides being a citizen of France, 
I was elected a member of the Conventio^,Jal Affembly, 
appointed for the purpofe of framing a new confHtii- 
tionfor that deteiled country, and that this implies a 
^nearer relation to it. To this, alfo, I plead guilty. I 
was ele£led in a great number of the departments of 
France, and was informed that I fhould have been 
elected In many more, but that it was well underftood 
that I certainly fliould be in others. I fliould have 
been elected for the department of Paris, if it had not 
been for theoppofitionof Robcfpierrc,.who very pro- 
perly objected to it, as not fit for any foreigner. I 
law the honourable propofal in the fame light, i was 
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pk ifed with the compliment, but deciined the ©ffice ; 
and what could the proudeft native American have 
done mo^c ? Theic circumfiances, I am willing to 
think, will be deemed to operate as fome extenuation 
of my offence. 

Confider, alfo, the change that has taken place with 
rclpcct to opinions^ as well as other things, in the laft 
five years among you rf elves. When 1 came to this 
country, in the year 1794, 1 found the people in ge-, 
nerai in unifon with me on this fubjed. On ail pub« 
fic occafions, Succefi to tb§ Arm rf France was nevor 
omitted among the toafts that were drank. Com* 
plaints were at that time univerfally made of the info* 
lencc and injuftice of the Englilh, and even an open 
rupture with England was generally expected. There 
was no complaint of French principles then, tbo' they 
were the fame that they are now. They .were univer^ 
fally confidered as the principles of general liberty, and 
thef^me with American principles^ that is republican^ in 
oppoCtion to momrchicaL The change, therefore, that 
has taken place is not in me^ but in the people here ; 
and coniidering that old men do not eafily change 
their fentiments, or attachments, if I muit change, 
you mull allow me more time, and this I cannot pre- * 
tend to fix ; but I fliall be as expeditious as I can. 

If by French principles be meant the principles of 
the French government^ I do not fee where they differ 
in any thing *that is eflential from thode of your own. 
In neither of the two conftitutions are there any here* 
ditary honours or powers. All offices are eledive, andl 
for a moderate time. In both there are three diftinft 
powers, an executive, a fenate, and a liouic of rq)ic- 
fentatives ; tho' not called by the fame names, or con- 
nected in quite the iame manner ; and in neither of tlie 
countries is there any form of religion eftabliihed by 
law. 

The great outline of the two conftitutions is, there- 
fore, the very fame. In fuuie other things they dilfer. 
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as in their executive there are five perfons, and in 
yours only one*. But which of them is beft adapted 
to anfwer its end experience only can decide. Tho ■ 
each has its peculiar advantages, in a future letter 
I ^ay fliew, and I am diipofed to give the preference 
to that of this country ; yet as far as I can fee, either 
of them may do very well, and whatever is found to 
be inconvenient in either of them may be changed at 
a proper time. So great an agreement as this might 
be expeded to lay a foundation for friendibip, efpe* 
daily as the French nation, with whatever view 
(which it docs not behove any ftate to Icrudnizc very 
narrowly) gave you material afliftance in afTerting your 
liberties, and then followed your example in aflferting 
tiieir own ; changing their monarchical government 
for a repubUean one. 

The moft opprobtous appellation wth which thole 
who call thcmfelvcs Fedcralyis reproach us, as a con- 
fequence of our adopting French principles, is that of 
democrats^ Democracy, they feem to think, the greateft 
of all crimes, and the perfons chargeable vnth it not fit 
to be tolerated in any regular government. But my 
friendS) pray confidcr what democracy really means. It 
figiikfics nothing more than the govcnimcit of the people^ 
or a con ill tut ion in whicli the people chufe all their 
magiilrates, and in which the magiilrates are accounta« 
ble to the people, or their reprefentatives, for their con- 
dud in office, which is exaAIy the conflitution of this 
country. Every man, therefore, who is not a demo- 
crat is an enemy to this conliitution. What ftrange 
and arl^itrary meanings our enemies may annex to this 
word i cannot tell, nor do I believe they know them- 
felves ; but I have not met with any democrat who 
ufed the word in any other feqfe than thait which I have 
, now giveii to it. " * 

* In the la(l condltution of France the executive power Is lodgc^ 
in onefattid, ^ that it mati i^ly refembles that of Stf^tes* 
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Our enemies wiH tell you that by democracy we 

mean a ftate of anarchy and confufion, a government 
by mobs, and an equalization of all property. But 
can any ot you really believe that a perfon of my fmali 
property would wifh for fuch a ftate a» this, or that a 
perfon of my age would like to fcramble among the 
ftrongeft of you for what I could get ? If that was to 
be the cafe, 1 fliould exped to be very fuon turned out 
of my houfe, and left to ilarve among you. If you 
can be made to believe this of us, you are eafily impof- 
cd upon indeed, and might be made to fear left the Iky 
Ihould fall, that fire might be fet to your river, or thiat 
an army of French canibals might crofs the Atlantic in 
a fleet of balloons, land on the blue mountain, and eat 
up ill your children h)r their firfl. breakfaft. For thefc 
are not more improbable than the other. 

' As by democracy' we mean a government of the 
peapl^i and not of the mob^fo by equality we mean an 
equality of rights^ and of power both to acquire pro- 
perty, and to keep it ; the equality that actually ex- 
ilb in this country. This has been explained io often 
that our enemies muft know it to be qur whole mean«i . 
ing. 

You arc angry at the French for their captures of 
your Ihips, as you were before at the EngHlh on the 
fame account, and I believe you had reaion in both 
cafes. But do not lay the blame on Frencli or Englifli 
principles^ but on the adminiftration of the countries. 
The French themfelves are far from approving of the 
condud of all their rulers, and ftili Ids of all that are 
employed by them. Why then muft I be fuppofed to 
approve of all the attrocities of Robefpierre, with 
which I am continually charo-cd, merely bccaufe I am 
an adopted citizen of France I I condemn them as 
much as you can do, and hope they will not occur a- 
gun. I find, however, that, in the opinion of foroe, 
I muft bear the blame of all that has been done in 
France, even fiuce 1 have had no communication with 
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that country, or knowledge of what pafles in it, and 
perhaps of all the crimes that may be committed there 
after I am dead. 

* But they who are the loudeft in their exclamation 
againft French principles, appear to me to know no- 
thii^g of any principles of government. For it is 

impoilible to reprobate ihc general principles of the 
French government, and not include thofe of the 
American government in the iame cenlure. It may, 
therefore, be fairly prefumed that they are diflatified 
with this government; and wi(h to overturn it. This 
would s;ive me the greateft concern. I came hither 
from tlie preference I gave to it; and any material 
change in it *would certainly, old as I am , drive me 
away again. With your immortal Franklin, I fay 
' Where liberty is, there is my country. Of the American 
confiitution, I therefore fay, £So perpetm. 

I am, &€• ' 



LETTER UL 

Of my Right to ireat of SubjeSis of civil Policy^ and the 
Advaniages I have bud for acquiring Knowledge of this 
Kind. 

My Friends and Neighbours j 

HAVING confidered what is objefted to me on ac- 
count of what I am^ I proceed to what I have done; 
and indeed this is of much more importance than the 
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other. For what does it iignify what a man hi oc 
what character he fuilains, if he do nothing in: cod<- 
fequence of it? But it is urged againfl me that I 
have not been an idle fpeftator of what is pafling ; 

for that I aftucilly bufy myfelf in the politics of the 
country, and with theie it is laid 1 have nothing, to 
do. 

Before I inform you what I have done^ ot. what I 
have not done^ give me leave to obfi^ve that, though 

I am an alien^ I cannot allow that I have no righi to 
have an opinion with refpeck to the government of 
the country in which I live, or to expreis my opiaian^ 
in word;i or in writing, if I be fo difpofed* 

Can any man, whofe perfon and property are 'in 
any country, be wholly unconcerned aboujt the con« 
duel of its affairs? Though a man maybe a mere 
poijfenger in a Ihip, rauit he be content to fee it fuffer, 
or fink, and not give his opinion how it might be 
iavedj becaufe he is not the owner^ the captain^ or 
any officer on board ading under him. I have heard^ 
indeed, of a man who when he was alarmed with 
the cry of fire in the houfein which he was fleeping, 
" faid " what is that to me, I am only a lodger.** But 
his conduct is not generally thought worthy of imita- 
tion. 

When Dean Swift, who was an Englifhman re- 
liding in Ireland, wrote about the politics of that 
country, and by his Drapier^s Letters prevented the 

circulation of Wood's halfpence, was there any com- 
' plaint of his interference on account of his being a 
foreigner? And had I done any thing pleafmg to thofe 
who now complain of my condudt, their complaints 
would not have been heard. Do the fame perfons 
complain of the writings of Peter Porcupine; who, 
as HH alien, ftands in the fame predicament with my- 
felf? Had I, like him written any thing in praife of 
the meafures of adminidration, I naight have done it 
without any cenfure, as well as he. 
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On the principles oi my accufers, had I difcovered 
a certain method of. preventing er curing the yellow 
fever, or o£ deftroying the Heffian fly, I muft not 
have divulged it becaufe I am an alien. But if I be at 
liberty to do good^ it muft be what I myfelf deem to 
be good, and in my own wayalfo, and with refpecl 
to ail fubjecb indifcriminately, that of politics not 
excepted. Another perfon muft not think, judge or 
aft, for me* 

If I had nothing at ftake in the country (and I 
have much more than thoufands of native Ameri- 
cans^ is itpoflibie for a man to fee any company, in 
which, from the prefent interefting ftate of public a£« 
fairs, there is hardly any other topic of converfatioa 
than politics^ or read your newfpapers, in which to- 
pics of this kind are continually difcufled, and form 
no opinion about them ? And if he have an opinion, 
can he forbear to let his acquaintance know what that 
opinion is, when perhaps they are inquiiitive, and 
wifli to know* it ? 

L have another apology to make for the conduA 
that is objefted to me. Having never had much ca- 
pacity for the more aSlive purfuits of life, I had from 
very early years a turn for /peculation on every fubje*fl 
that has come before me; and they have been very 
various, as my writings will Ihew. Among them/#. 
liUcs^ in fuch axountry as England, could not be ex- 
cluded, any more than religion^ or fhilofophy. And 
being now old, and of cour(e lefs aftive, I am more 
dilpolbd to thinks and having more experience, I 
prefume I am rather better qualihed for it than ever. 
Have the candour, therefore, to bear with my think^^ 
ing, and with my talking, and writing too, as you 
do with refped to other old men, though you fhould 
be ot opinion that vviiat I think, fpeak, or write, is 
not fo much to the purpofe as you could wiih it to 
be. 
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As T own I am fometimes diipoied to, think, and 
to ipotk on the fubjed of politics, as well as on other 
topics, you muft excufe my vanity, if I imagine that 
I am in fome meafure not unqualified for it* At leaft 

1 have, in the courfe of a very various life, had the 
means of acquiring fome political knowledge. 

I was feven years ia ihe family of the Marquis of 
Lanfdown which was altogether a political houfe, 
where I daily iaw, andconverfed with, the firil poii- 
fiidans not only of England, but from sill parts of Eu- 
rope. And, independent of that connexion, I have 
had more or lefs iutercourfe with moft of the political 
Uving characters whofe names you have heard men- 
tioned, and with many that you have not heard of. 
Beiides the principal politicians of England, both in 
and put of the miniftry, I was perfonally acquainted 
with fome of the moft eminent in France, both be- 
fore and fince the revolution : as Mr. Turgot, Mr. 
Neckar, Mr. Briffot, Mr. Pethion, ind the Due de 
Rochfocault, who was my conftant correfpondent 
from the time that I was in France to that of his un- 
fortunate death. 

I am fenfible that what I am now faying will have 
the air of boafting. But if, as Solomon fays, there be 
a time for all things^ my preient lituation mayjullify 
it me, as a fimilar one did in the apoille Paul. 
. Though my writings, as you may fee by the cata* 
logueof them, relate chiefly to theology, philofophy, 
o: general literature, fome of them are political, efpe- 
cially my EJfay on ihe firjl principles of governments and 
my L.c6lures on Hijlory and General policy^ which are 
read in fome of your colleges. As well for the compo- 
iition of this work, as to enlarge my knowledge of 
the fubjc<5l, there are few political publications of much 
note that I have not read, and with fcvcral of the 
later and the moft eminent writers on iubjefts of 
policy I was perfonally acquainted, as the Abbe Ray- 
nal, and Dr. Adam Smith, the author of thecelebra- 
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ted trcatifc on the wealth cf mtions* If, therefore, I 

have no knowledge of the fubjcct of politics, it has 
not been for want of the means, or the opportunity, 
of acquiring it. 

I ihould hardly have been thought of as a proper 
perfon for a member of the conventional aifembly of 
France, chofen in what is reckoned the beft times of 
their revululion, for the exprefs purpofe of forming a 
new conftitution of government for that country, if 
I had not had fome character for knowledge of this 
kind. My knowledge ot theology, or cbemiftry, 
would not have recommended me to that fituation. 
. Your Prelident, with whom I was well acquainted 
when he was LiuibaiTador in England, and with whom 
loccafionally correfpondcd Irom that time till he was 
advanced to his prefent fituation, will excufe me if on 
this occafion 1 quote his authority. Having in one of 
mypablications declared my preference of one of hispo- 
litical maxims to that which was maintained by Dr. 
Franklin, he fays in one of his letters, that he coi.ii- 
ders it as a compUment whieii he holds very pre- 
cious." With Dr. Franklin, who was as much a po- 
litical as a philofopbical character, I was intimately 
acquainted many years* His letters to me would 
have made a very large volume* Three of them he 
has publifhed in his mifcellaneous works. 

Notwithftanding thefe advantages which I have 
had tor political information, and the obfervation and 
experience of a long life, many o£> the young men of 
this country, being native Americans^ think themfelves, 
I doubt not, much wi&r than I pretend to be, and 
will make very light of any opinions of mine. Beit 
fo. It is in the order of Providence that fucceeding 
generations fliould grow wifer than tlie preceding 
ones ; and if the youngeft of the native Americans 
will teach mie any thing, I (hall not think myfelf too 
old to learn* 
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The great principles of ibund policy are not, in my 
opinion, above the compreheimon of young men, 
and even fuch as have not had the advantage of a 

learned education. The circomftances that contribute 
to the flourifliing ftate of a country, which is the 
proper objeft of all civil policy, are eafily known, and 
the operation of them in all particular cafes would be 
as eauly underftood, did not prejudice and paffion 
miflead men's judgments. But m confequence of 
this, the fchemes of fome of the moft profound po- 
liticians have brought nations to the very brink of 
ruin. What is it that has been effected by the great 
politicians of Europe in the la{l century, beiides in- 
volving their refpedive countries in a fiate of perpe- 
tual war i When has peace been made, but when the 
people were fo exhaufted that war could not have 
been carried on any longer ? And in confequence of 
theie violent exertions, are they not all loaded with 
debts which neither the prefent nor any future gene- 
ration will ever be able to pay, and which muft 
haften the period of bankruptcy^ and revdutimy which 
they fo much dread. Can you contemplate all this 
and call it wifdom? 

Since, however, the fubjecl of politics has not in 
itielf any greater difficulty attending it than even 
young men may furmount ; and iince it is chiefly^ pa^^n 
that mifleads men's judgments with refpeA to it, it is 
furely the lefs prefumption in old men, whofe pat 
Cons are generally more under the command of reafon 
than thole of young men, to think and write upon 
it. 

I am,. &c« 
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LETTER m 
Of what I have done with Refpe^ to the Politics tf tbU 

My Friends and neighbours^ 

THOUGH I have not been prevented by any pe- 
tufiar difficulty that there is in the fubjcftof Politics^ 

or by the iuppc^lcJimpropriety ofaiialien attending to 
it, from taking a part in your political differences, I 
' have had other views and puriuits y and having had 
much leifure in this country, I have done fo much in 
other ways, that I think I can convince you that I 
have not b^en that bufy, intriguing, and dangerous 
politiciciii, that I am rcprcfentcd to have been. 

Of my publications in England, which I believe 
are about an hundred, very few relate to politics. 
My publications in this country are not lefs than 
twelve^ all theological or philofophical, befides thred 
articles in the* TranfaSfions ef the Society of PhiladeU 
phiij and eleven ia::L are printed in the Medical Rcpo- 
fttory at New- York; three more are fent, but arc not 
yet printed ; and I have fo jr or five articles ready to 
fend to the Society at Philadelphia.^ 

Befides theie works, I have juft printed in this 
place a large* volume intitled a Cmparifon of the Infii'^ 
tut ions of Mofs wub tbofe oj the Hindos and other anacnl 

• In philofophy I am combating the principles of the French 
Chetmjiry s und as every thing tiiat is French is now unpopular* 
the t'edefaliits may be expeded to wiih me fucccfs. Of this, 
however^ I am as confident as the allied powers are that, they 
ihall conquer France, ' and overtarn its republican Governmei|t, 
tho* at prefent almoft aU chemifts in this cdlihtry, as well as in 
Europe^ arc ftrongly attached to it. . ^ 
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nations. I have compolcd a Continuation of my Church 
htftory to the prefent tim^ which will make fix volumes ' 
8vo, and about as many of Notes on the Old and hew 
T eftament^ part indeed compofed in England, but dc- 

flroycd at the riots in Birmingham, arid recompofed 
here. You will plcafe to oblerve that in merely writh- 
ing niuch^ there is no other merit than that ot indufiry^ 
a quality which 1 believe my greateft enemies will \ 
allow me. 

The' I have written fo much fincc I have reflded in I 

this place, I generally ipend the greateft part oi my 
time in my laboratory, making experiments, the objedl j 
oi which is not gain, but the extenlion of natural | 
knowledge. Judge then yourfelves whether it has j 
been pojftble for me to have given ipuch attention to j 
the peculiar politics of this country. j 

It i>; true, as I liavc obferved, that I couid not help 
forming iomc opinion on fubjecls that are continually 
before me ; and 1 will not deny that it accords 
better with my former principles and habits of think- 
ing to take part with thofc who difapprove of the late ! 
meafures of your government, and are generally called i 
Dc/jwcrais^ than with thofe who call themfelves j 
Federalijis^ whole language and fentiments appear to ] 
me to be very congenial to thofe of the friends of 
mbnarchy, and high maxims of government, in£ng« 
land. My political opinions, however, I have not been 
% forward to obtrude on others ; and if the private o- 
pinions of one man, and that an aHcn, can iiiake any 
country, it cannot Hand long. 

1 do not know, nor have I any reafon to believe, 
that any one of you has changed his opinion in politics 
in confequence of my refidence among you. Whate- 
ver be your fentiments in this refpeft, they arc wholly 
independent ot me. You alfo well know, that my 
dpimon;* have had no more influence on any of my 
countrymen in this. place than they have had on your- 
felves* 
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Tho* what I have done in theology and philofophy 
may feem fuflicient to have occupied me wholly, I 
will now gratify my enemies by informing them, that 
notwithftanding this, I have adually found time both 
to fay and to do fomething with refped to the politics 
of the day, and fomething which without my own 
voluntary confeflion, they could not luivc U)und out. 
In the Aurora^ that recepticle, as it is confidered, 
forall feditious and treafonable matter,* for Feb. 26 
and (£7, 17/^8, there is an article of mine, which will 
, be thought to be of a fufpicious complexion, figned • 
a ^laker in Politics* iBut to fave them the trouble of 
looking for it, I fliall reprint the whole of it at the end 
ofthefe Letters. This, however, is all tha,t I have 
^urittcn till the prefent time* 

But tho' I have written nothing more than this 
fingle article myielf \ yet approving of Mr. Cooper^ s ef^ 
fays in your Gazettee, I contributed orte dollar to- 
wards printing a few extra copies of one of tiicni, be- 
fore it was known that they wouldallbe reprinted in the 
form of a pamphlet. However, to make amends for 
this fault, and to fhew my impartiality, and my de« 
fire to promote the free difculfion of fubjeds of im- 
portance to the community, I here promife that if any 
Fcderalift will give as comprehenlive and as difpaflion- 
ate a view of what they have to advance in fupport of 
the late meafures, as Mr. Cooper has done againii: 
them, I will give another dollar towards that p^blica^ 
tion* I fear, however, it will not be in the powe|r qlt 

• Tho' I fee almoft all the newfpapers that are printed in Phil-» 
adelphia^ it is to this that I give the preference. In England 
I was a reader of the Morning Cbronkh, which was then patron- 
ized by the friends of liberty in that country ; but t do not think 
that, in its beft times, it was fuperior to the ^uror.^ with rei].c6l 
to juft fcntiment, valuble information, or good compofuicn. The 
Fedcralifts of this country, wfcofeldom, 1 believe read this pJiper, 
muft be ignorant of mp.ny things that it behoves them to know. 
Having faidt his, 1 muit expe<^ to be made anfwerable for every thing 
that ever has been^ or ever will be printed in the Aurora. - 
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Mr. Cooper's antagonift to fulfil the conditions on 
which I make this promife. Pcrfons writing in fup- 
port of any government, being fure of protcftion, if 
not of reward) are apt to indulge themfelves in intern^ 
perate language, as a mark of their zeal in the caufe ; 
while ilic dread of penal laws naturally makes the 
oppugncr of them timid, and confequently more 
guarded and decent in his language ; mindful of the 
Ldxhx z62L^ty leniter in modo^fortiter in re. 

The writer who iftiles himfelf Majfacbutenfis^ gives 
me more merit than I am entitled to with refpeft to 
Mr. Cooper's publication, when he fays that I took 
fH'ear pains to circulate it, that I travelled thro' the 
country for the purpofe, and that 1 was, in fact,, 
the patron of it.f* The faft was, that I never faw 
any of the papers till aifter their publication, and all 
that I did with refpeft to the circulation of the extra 
copies was to carry a bundle of them from the prin- 
ter's to thehoufe of a brother democrat in this town, 
which might as well have been done by the printer's 
boy. " 

I do not, however^ fay this to exculpate myfelf 
from any crime. For I confider both the writing of 
the letters i:i queftion, and the circulation of them, as 
praifc worthy actions. Maflr.chuteiifjs calls Mr. Coop- 
er an Englijh Jacobin^ but this is merely a term of re- 
proach. The principles that Mr, Cooper has main- 
tained are clearly thofe of the American Conftitution. 
Whoever denies this, either does not underftand thofe 
principles, or is an enemy to them ; and as the fubje6l 
is fufficiently intelligible, the latter is the more proba- 
ble fuppofition of the two. . : 

The paragraphs which this writer feie^ts, as parti* 
ci^larly obnoxious, I entirely approve. For certainly 
the man who f^ould wifh to extend the power of the 
Prefident of this country beyond the bounds prefcrib- 
ed by the conltitution, could not take better fteps to 
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gain his ends than thofe that are pointed out by Mr/ 
Cooper! At the fame time, it is not denied, nor does 
Mr. Cooper deny it, that the hmt things might be 
done from other motives* But, as he obferves, wc 

havenothin^^ to do wiili iiicn's ?notiv£Sjhut only with 
the iC7idency of their meafures ; and of this we niuft 
form our judgment from confidering their nature^' 
and the drcum fiances of the cafe. 

For what I did in this bufinefs Nfaiiachuteniis, vrho 
confidcrs it as a crime of a peculiarly heinous nature, 
lays " 1 Hand charged before ihe great u ibunal of the 

American people !** I do not, however, confider 
an anonymous writer in a newi^per as the American 
people. But whenever this people, whom I refpeft, 
ihall arraign any part of my conduft by their aatho* 
rized officers, in due form, I fhall be ready to meet 
tiic acculation. in liic mean liiiic, tlicic Letters may 
be fafficient. 

That 1 may leave nothing on my con fcience relating 
to this fubject of what I have dme^ I will farther confefs 
that, averfe as I generally am to public meeting which 
are often attended with much noife, to which, from 

the habits of a tludious life, I am iiiuch avcrie, I was* 
prevailed upon to join in two celebrations of the 4th 
of July, one of them two years ago, in a grove near 
this town, and this year in another hear Sunbury, at 
both of which republican or democratical toafis were 
drank, and where the late meafures of adminiftration- 
were not praifed. . 

If I could think that it would avail me any thing, 
I might perhaps plead that, if I have done mifchief in 
fome refpefts, I have done good in others. But with 
thofe who have no knowledge beyond that of the po- 
litics of the day, and a very fuperficial knowledge even 
of them, poiincis of merit of any other kind would be 
outweighed by grains of political, or rather of party 
demerit. Let a man who is lufpe£i:ed of what any 
party terms /edition deferve ever fo well of his country, 
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cr of mankind at large,* in other refpccts, no more 
mercy would be fhevvn him on that account, than was 
fliev/n by Pvobefpierre in France. Had I made dif- 
coveries in fcience equal to thole of Newton, or had 
bad the philanthropy of Howard, they would not have 
exempted me from the coarfeft abufe that the Englifh 
language can furnifli. A detected thief or a fraudu- 
lent f ori^er of bank bills, would have met with .more 
.favour than has been fiiewn to me. 

I do not recoiled any thing more that I have done 
with refpeA to the politics of this country fince I have 
come into it, except writing a reply to a virulent ceh- 
fure of me for holding a correfpondenct with a friend 
in France on occafion of a letter to me intercepted and 
pilhlllhed with notes in England, and republifl^.ed with 
additional and mr re virulent remarks in this country* 
This reply I publilhed in ieveral of your newfpapers, 
and I beUeve it gave general {attsfaftion. I ihall, 
therefore, foon proceed to inform you what I really 
' think of the political ftate of this country, and I fhall 
do it With perfeft freedom, but with that coulneis 
which X hope is habitual to me. I only wilh that what 
I write may be read with the fame temper. But 
before I do this I (hall in my next make fome farther 
obfervations concerning the intercepted Letters ^ ahu" 
five ivritivgs in general, and thofe which i cipccL mj fclf 
in particular. 

I am^ &c. - 
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LETTER V. 
Of the intercepted Leiten^ and of the Fre^ub Rcvolutkn* 
My Friends and Neighbours* 

A GREAT clamour was mauc iome time mo about 
the intercepted letters mentioned m my laft. It was 
on that occafion that 1 wrote the iubiiance of thefe ' 
Letters ; but being unwilling, without more urgent ' 
caufe, to appear as a political writer^ I withheld them 
from the prefs, and contented myfelf with writing 
a iiiort a' lvt i iiicii.cnl, merely in anfwer to a charge of* 
being a ipy in the intereft of France. 

To decline a^ particular difcu fllons^ I then obferved, 
that I was not anfwerable for w,hat any perfon might 
think proper to write to me. But this bufinefs being 
again brought before the public, I will freely acknow- 
kdgc that my friend's letter gave me great picalure; 
and the like I have received from others before and 
fince that time, written by the fame hand, and in the 
fame fpirit, tho' no two nien think exaclly alike, or 
would escprefs themfelves in exadly the fame manner. 
Mr, Stone, being u younger man, will naturally be 
more fangulne, and write wiih more warmth than I 
fliouJd be difpofed to do. But my friends, read the 
intercepted k iters without regarding the notes that ac- 
comparjied the publication, and then fay what there 
is in them that can give juft offence to any American* 

Mr. Stone is a perfon who, together with myfelf, > 
earneftly wifhed for a reformation of abules in the En- 
glifli government, in order to prevent an entire revo- 
liiiion, which we did not think was wanted there. 
He now fees, or thinks he fees, that no fuch refor- 
mation is to be expected j and therefgre wifhes a 
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revolution to take place, thinking it to be abfolutely 
neceflary for the good of the people. I own that I am 

now inclined to his opinion. I iiiicerely wifli (if the 
genuine I'pirit of the original coniliiution connot be. 
revived, which would no doubt be ftili the bell for 
that country) »for fome more radical change than I 
have hitherto thought neceflary, tho' I wifli it may 
be effected peaceably, and without the interference of 
any foreign power. 

Tho' during the American war it w:is voted, 5n 
the houfe of Commons, that the power of the 

crown had iticreafed, was increafing, and ought to 
^ be diminiihed it is evident that, io far from be« 
ing diminifhed, it has kept increafin^ fince that time; 
anu liovv far it may ^ip it is impofliblc to lay. The 
forms of the Britiiri conftitution are lb far from being 
any real check on the power of the crown, as inthe** 
ory they ought to be, that they arc the moft conve- 
nient inftruments of it ; the court, as is w ell known, 
always commanding a majority in the houfe of Com- 
mon, and being equally fure of the fupport of the 
Lords in all their meafurcs. 

Seeing that, for want, as I conceive, of a due 
reprefentation of the people, a rcfpedable clafs of En- 
gliik citizens are frowned upon, and their fituation 
uncomfortable, and hardly fafe, 1 fincerely wilh them 
relieved. My correfpondent docs the fame, and 
moreover expreffes his fatisfaclion in the progrels that 
the revolutionary Jpirit is making in other parts of Eu« 
rope, where it is Hill more wanted. Now, pray^ 
what offence can this juftly give in America^ where a 
fimUar revolution has aftually taken place, and where 
the great benefits ot it arc every d^iy experienced ? 
Why 'fliould you take umbrage at other countries fol- 
•iQwihg the example that you have fet them ? 

Shocked at the enormities which have been com- 
mitted in France, and which no perfons lament fo 
much as the friends of liberty in every country, it 
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has become fafhionablc wkh many to exclaim againft 
atl revolutions indilcriminately, and ail the principles 
that lead to them ; and in the Englifh parliament a 
with has been openly expreffed for the reftoration of 
the ancient government, and the ancient religion, of 
France. But, luLciy, they who liold this language 
muft either be avowed advocates of arbitniry power, 
or have forgotten the ftate of France before the h&, 
revolution. 

No writer whatever exprefles a greater dread of every 
thing tendinis to revolution than Mr. Robiofon, pro- 

feflbr of Natural Pluioio[.hy in the univcrlity of Edin- 
burgh, in his book cniiticd Proofs of a confpirac-^ a^ainfl 
all the religions and govenwicnts of Europe^ in which he 
makes me one of thofe confpirators. But even this 
writer could not help acknowledging the exiftence of 
luch abufes in the government of France as were ab- 
folutely inilippoi tabic, and iuch as would abundantly 
juftify the fubje& of it in attempting its fubverfion. 
It may not be amifs to bring before you a part of what 
tliis writer fays on the fubjeA. 

After enumerating all the caufes of corruption in 
government, he fays p. 48 "Perhaps there never was 

a nation where all theic co-opcraiing caufcj had ac- 
** quired greater ftrength than in France. Opprelli- 
• ^' ons of all kinds were at their height. The luxuries 

of life v/ere enjoyed cxclufively b) the upper clafles, 

and this in the higheft degree of refinement ; fo that 
** the defires of the reft were whetted to the utmoft. 
** Religion appeared in its woril fovm, and feemcd 
** calculated folely for procuring cila^jliflinients for the 

younger fons of an infolent and ufele{& nobleile. 
" The morals of the higher orders of the clergy and 
" of the laity were equally corrupt. — ^The whole na* 
" tion became infidel— The mifcbnduft of adminiftra** 

tion, and tlie abufes of tiic public i:rc<*.fure, were 
** every day growing more impudent and glaring, 
^< &c. &c. In fadt the king of France was an ab£: 

E 
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lute 'monarch, and the fub]c£ls were Haves/' p. 264. 

** There is no denying the infokncc and oppreflion 
of the crown, and ot the nobles, nor the niifery - 
and flavery of the people ; nor that there was fuifi- 
" cient provocation for a total change of meafures 
1< and of principles/' p. 201 • And is nbt this the 
very thing that the Frencn nation^ now fo much exe- 
crated, have done ? For what, then, are they to be 
fb much condemned ? 

You will obferve, however, that this wjiter af- 
cribes the revolution in France, in a great meafure, 
to the example fet by this country, to Which it isfuffi- 
ciently evident from his manner of exprefling himlelf, 
that he is no friend. " Their ofEcers and foldiers, 
who returned from America," he fays, " imported 
'** American principles^ and in every company found 
hearers who lilicned with delight and regret to the 
fafcinating tale of American indejpehdence/' p. 263. 
Be aflured that the enemies of the. French' revolution 
are in reality no lefs the enemies of the Arnerican, as 
they both arofe from the fame principles. The imme- 
diate flimulus was oppreflion, which was unfneakabVy ' 
'greater in France than it was in this country. And 
if ever monarchy be firmly eftabliihed iri France, the 
liberty and independence pf America w*ill be in imtni* 
nent danger. But 1 have no fear on the fubjeft, I 
rejoice in both revolutions alike*. " * *• . *• 
: , If you read any authentic account of the ftate of 

• From the commencement of the American war I wifhed for the 
independence of this country, being firmly perfuadcd that ii would 
be tor the real advantage ot England, as well as of thefe States, and 
this is now, J believe, almolt univerfally acknowledged to be the ca(e« 
lanieqaaily well perfaaded that i( would beiTotthe benefit of the 
peoplewof Enghtnd (I do not ia^ for the glory of the monarch)' to have 
nothing to do with the dominion of th^ Eaft or the Weft Indies. I 
once mentioned jchis opinion to Sir George Savile, adding, that it 
^ould have been much better for England never to have had the pof^r 
feflion of Gibraltar, and that it would he c^ood pol'cy to give it up. He 
(aid that he hul often thought fotoo, bit that ihsopiaion was fo un* 
popui*r,Uiath?ha4aPit.daj:c4to.avowit, . > .. . . . . - 
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'the other European kingdoms (I except, however, 
Denmark and;5vveden) you will be fatisfied tJrat the 
abufes of government, and the opprelfion of the peo- 
ple, are got to an extreme, Germany has long groan- 
ed under the oppreifion of a haughty nobility, and 
there have been frequent rifings of the peafants to bet- 
ter their condition* In the time of Luther more than 
a hundred thoufand had recourfe to arms in Swabia ; 
but wanting good leaders, and ill provided with ftores 
and ammunition, they were foon fuppreffed. Both 
Spain and Naples, which are held by the fame family, 
have not one half of their ancient inhabitants ; and 
there cannot be a more certain proof of bad govern- 
ment than this. Their condition is little, iiF at all 
better than that ol the Turkiili dominions. Portugal, 
is in much the iame ftate. 

The late Lord Chatham was fond of foreign po/Tefnons. lie was 
much againft granting abfolute independence to America, \vhicl\he 
faid was the fairell jewel in the crown of the lirimh inonarcfi, and 
his opinion h^dforibme Ume great weight with the marquis of Landf- 
dbwn, chen Lord Shelbarne. On this Dr. Price^ who thought as I 
did on the fobjeft, agreed with me to write our thoughts fepsirateJy 
00 the fabjeftj and pre fen t them to his Lordihlp. We did fo. and 
Tome time after he toldine that lie had ihewn tny letter to Lord Chat- 
ham, but that he was much offended atit. -At theconclufionof thewar, 
howev^er^ the Marquis made no difRculty of granting what he thought 
not only neceflkry, but advantageous to his country, of which he was 
then priiur mmiller, Had he continued fo to tl-.is day, his liberal and 
enlightened policy would have faved England, and all Europe, the 
horrors of the preleiu niud rumousand impolitic war. 

Tho* I did not accept of a feat in the conventional afiembly of 
France, I had at that time acorrefpondence v'ith Tome of the leading 
men of that coun t r y ; and believing that xn y opinion would have Tome 
weight, 1 advifed the abandoning the Weft indies, and all their fb- 
reien poflelHons. The anfwer 1 received was, that they thought as 1 
dtdon the fubjeft, but that the interefl of thofe who were poiklTed of 
property in the iflands^ would prevent their doing it for the ftt^ 
fent. This corrcfpofidence was continued til! the^death of the king, 
againft which I gave my advice ; hut :i concurrence of cirGumftances, 
the principal of which was the intiuence %i the queen, was fatal to that 
well meaning man. Of what pailed io France after that event 1 had 
no information but from newfpapers. Bat it fcems 1 myft,^ notwitii' 
fianding this, be ctniwerablc: fur n ail. 
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Can, then, any perfon, any friend of liberty and 
humaf)ity, bimfelt enjoying the bleilings of a repub- 
lican government, wilh that any part of his^ fpecies 
ihould continue in this ftate of degradation and bon- 
dage ? If not, he muft partake in the generous feel- 
ings of my correfpondent, and earneftly wifli for 
their emancipation. And we may hope that, with 
the ejiuimples of America and France before them, 
other revolutions may be attended with lefs blood- 
ihed than thofe have been. 

The revolution of France would, it cannot be 
doubted, have continued to be as peaceable through- 
nut, as it was at its outfet*, if the king had been 
^ content with the limited power of which the hxH 
coni^itution left him pofleffed ; and had not this, un- 
fortunate prince been ftimulated by others^^ more 
ambitious than himfelf, to recover tlie power that 
he had loft, the war, and the confequcnt enormities, 
had not taken place. To thofe princes, therefore, 
and their wicked confederacy, are all the enormities 
to be afcribed« 

But it appears to have been the intention of Pro- 
vidence to do more for the French nation; and* ulti- 
mately for all Europe, than they ever thought of do- 
ing for themfelves, thougli by means which men 
' would not be juftiiied in having recourfe to. The na- 
tional affembly, and the people of France, meant 
nothing more than to limit the power of the crown; 
but Ood has given them a government purely repub- 
lican, and representative, like that oi Ameiica, with- 
out any hereditary powers or honours ; and the fame 
benehty I doubt not, with my correfpondent, is in- 

* At the time of the firfl conftitution, when Fiance was a limited 
monarchy, thofe who took the lead in thst country would, to my own 

knowledge, have given almoft nny tiling for the friendfhip and con- 
carrewce oi England, as, in their opinion^ that would have earored 
the peace of Fiance, and of ail Europe* 

I 
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tended for all thofe countries whofe kings are at pre- 
fent confederated againft France and untverfal liberty. 

If every thing that is //-f/^and right vnil finally pre- 
vail, againil whatever is error and ivrong^ the cauic ui 
monarchy, al^^'?.ys tending to defpofilm, cannot be ^ 
fupported much longer, independently ot wars, 
which mnft accelerate the great cataftrophe, they all 
contain within themfelyes the feeds of their own de- 
ftruftion. The people acquiring knowledge every 
day, will not much longer bear what they iiavc done. 
Nor is it difficult to forefee that the infatuation of tlie . 
prefent race of kings, which is remarkably fimiiar to 
that of Pharaoh, will bring on their dcftruclion in 
the tnannisr predi&ed in the! fcriptures, viz. with 
violence, and much confequent general calamity. 

I fliall on this occafion obferve, ihut it is a ma- 
nlfeft error with refpect to true policy in thofe v. ho 
wife to difarm feditious publications of their iting, to 
publiih themfelves, as they fometimes do, what appears 
to them moft obnoxious in them ; thinking to ex« 
pofe them, and to render the authors odious ; not 
confidering to whom they will appear in that light. 
For while they are read with diflikc, and even horror, 
by fome, they may be read with admiration byx^thcrs. 
The intercepted Letters, and the paragraphs felcfted 
from Mr. Cooper* s Addtefs are cafes in point, as well as 
fcveral other articles which have been inferred in the 
Federal Newspapers of thi:3 country. , iic friends of 
liberty rejoice to fee fuch publications through any 
channel, and efpecially when it is done at no riik to 
themfelves ; and without regarding the cQmnitnis^ they 
attend to the tent. 

The-iamc wretched politicians alfocio not confider 
the natural tendency and cfl'ect of the ahttfe that they 
throw out againft the friends of liberty ar^d the rights 
of man. If it have any cficcf , which is very qucltion- 
able, it only makes us ftand fomething worfe with 
thofe with whom it is no object to us to Itand well 
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at all, while it recommends us to all thofe wbofe good 
opinion and attachment we really value. What is it 
to me to be thought ill of by the f riends of Church and 
kin^ (with the cry of which my houfe was burned) in 
England, or by Mr. Cobbet and his readers in this 
country? My account with them has been long fettled. 
I am already a bankrupt in their efteem, and no new 
article in the account can alter the balance for or 
againft me. My part is taken, and my reputation, ns , 
far as it is an objecl: with me, is with men of oppolite 
principles, thole who are .opprobrioufly called demo- 
crats, jacobins, and every thing elfe of the kind ; and 
to tfaefe, and efpecially thofe of that clafs in France^ 
this abufe tends to recommend me. 



lam, &c. 



LETTER VL 

Of the Style of Abufe in the writings of Mr. Cobbet^ alias 

Peier Porcupine, 

My Friends and Neighbours^ 

IT is commonly faid that when much dirt is thrown^ 
feme will flick; and on this principle I fuppofe it is that 

I have been diftinguifhed fo often by my principal an- 
tagonifl. Mr. Cobbet, under the lignature of Peter 
Porcupine^ But he appears to me to have, fpoiled his 
part by overadling it. For men may be fo covered 
with dirt that it ihall not be known who they are^ 
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nor will they be dtftiriguiflied from one another, like 

Virgil's cowplunenlary epithets, fortifque Gym fortifque 
Cloanibui. Befidcs, fuch coarfc abuie as is implied in 
the words villain^rqfcal^fcoundrel^ ^c. he. with which 
his writings abound, only marks the low education, 
and the low charafter and manners, of the man fhat 
ufes them. Such language is never ufed by gentle* 
men, or fcholars, nor can they return it, though it 
were ever io well merited ; not to fay that a Chrillian 
111 lift not return r:iiling for railing. (1. Pet. 3. 9.) 
V/ith refpedt to them, therefore it is an unfair weapon*. 
It is like throwing fircet dirt, which they cannot 
Handle. 

it was a thing of courfe that I Ihould be the object 
of calumny ever fince I wrote in defence of unpopu- 
lar truths, and unpopular maxims. Indeed, I quef^ 
tion whether any perfon in England (the prime mi- 
nifter for the time being excepted) ever had fo much 
of what is generally termed abtifey as myfelt It has 
been pouring out with very little intcrmiflion for 
more than twenty years, and is continued, I find, 
in my abfjiice. My friends, however, fay that it 
certainly agrees with me. For tho' I was originally 
of a weak conftitutibn/ my health has been improving 
ever fince, and 1 never was fq well as I have been 
fince my arrival in this placej except about three 
months after my landing, which was before Mr. 
Cobbcc took notice of me. They now fay that, old 
as I am, I bid fair to outlive iome oi my younger 
opponents . That farcaftic writings fhould have thi^' 
falutary^eflFeft, will not be thought fo extraordinary, 
when it is confidered that pepper, muftard, fait, 
and viiicc^iir, li u c tlicir uic in a good dinner, as well 
as the beci and the pudding. They certainly contri- 
bute to a good digeftion. But there mull be fome pe- 
culiar charm in Mr. Gobbet's writings, operatingun- 
Teen and unknown, for I do not think I have feen 
Inpre than a tenth part of his voluminous publications. 



Digitizeo by GoOgle 



3* 



To the Inbabitants 



and in all of them, I doubt not, he has contrived to find 
a nirh for me. T am almoft :is ncccllary to him, and as 
good a iubjcct tor him, as the king of England is to Pe- 
ter Pindan In England, however, where decency 
and good manners are rarely violated, my antago- 
hifts were never of this low clafs. B«t the laft of the 
animals that had a kick at the old lion in the fable 
was the nfs. 

The protuiion and variety of Mr. Gobbet's abufe 
argues a peculiar genius of the kind, unequalled by any 
thing that I have met with before. In the compais of 
only three news-papers, and chiefly in one of them, I 

am c ilieci "a hoary hypocrite, a malignant old Tartuff, 
lurking old Hluminaius^ a poor old wretch, a mi- 
*'ferablc perverfe old man, a perverfe old hypocrite, 
"and a vindictive, unnatural, hypocritical wretch,*' 
I am '* of a factious difpoiition, anapoftle of fedition, 
**a political viper, with a black rancorous heart, and 
•'fmooth tongued whining cart j a cunning fe clary, an 
''ambitious fectary, a baffled focintan, and a Jefuit.** 
I am accufcd of " falfehood and poifonous malignity, 
^a£hiated by cool and premeditated malice." 1 have 
^'the craft of afectary, joined to the hatred and malice 
**of a fiend. My conduA,** he fays," has been wick- 
*'ed and deteftal^lc, that I wifli Great Britain revoluti- 
*'on!zed, and ruined, and indulge a wicked tho' delu- 
five hope of feeing this wifli accompliilied ^ that I 
"never mifs an opportunity of endeavouring to render 
^'my countrymen the hate and fcorn of the univerfe, 
**that for twenty years paft I have, from hatred to my 
native country, Licriiiced my intcrcil, niy peace, 
" and my reputation, to the pleafure of injuring, 
" infulting, and ruining it." In conjunction withothers, 
he calls me "a villain at^ a fcoundrel, * and both 

♦ f rather wonder that the term rafcalvi not applied to me, a;^ it is 
to others, in this particalar paper» as well as ^illmn and fcountirel. 
It u, I doubt not, frequently enough applied to me in other parti of 
h\< wr'uingj. But fuch rear reJatioBs and companions ought not to 
hiive been ib far feparaud 
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"fool and knave. My bufinefs in this country/* he 
fys, " is of a nature moft hoftUe to its happincfe and 
^'ii^dependence.*' It is no wonder, therefore, that he 
treats me, as he fays, with his unqualified coki«- 

"tempt.'* 

His pamphlet on the fub]e£l of my emiirration, 
publilhed foon after my arrival, contains the foiiowing 
among other falfehoods, I had beefi,^' he fays, for 
*• many years an avowed and open enemy to the gO" 
** vcrnmcnt and conftitution of my country ; that in 
•* my infl;tinmatory diic ah ies, called fennons^ the ling* 
" lifh conititution was openly attacked ; and that the 
" doctrines there held forth were iubveriive of all civil 
" and religious order and in hisnewfpaper he fays, 
my conventicle at Hackney was a moft convenient 
and fuccefsful fchool of treafon. I entertained,** 
he fays, the hope of bringing about a revolulioii in 
** England on the French plan, and that I had no ob- 
jection to the continuance of tythes^ in JLiigiand^ 
provided I came in for a fhare." 
He fays that my public celebration of the French 
riots and maflacres is a convincing proof of my 
" approving them, and that my fending my fon to 
Paris in the midil uf them, to rcqucft the honour 
' of becoming a trench citizen, is another proof of 
the lame that cannot be difputed ; that I approved 
of the unmerciful perfecution of the unfortunate 
and worthy part of the French clergy, men sw far 
{urpailmg me in piety and ability, as in fufl'criDg ; 
" that the French conititution is my fyilem, and that ^ 
" fooner tha» tiot fee it eilabiifhed, he much queftions 
if 1 would not with pleafure fee the malTacre of all 
the human race/^ But if all mankind were de- 
ftroycd where is this conftitution of mine to be efta- 
bliflicd ? As he has not toki us where, I mult iap;u)fe 
that he meant among bears, wolves, or wild beaiis of 
fome kind or other. 
With refpeA to the riots in Birmingham, he fays. 
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that " T ^vas the principal caufe of them ; that the 
feiHval of the commemoration of the French revo- 
lution was to celebrate events which were in reality 
the fubjeft of the deepeft horror ; that this riot, 

" confidereJ comparatively with what I Lind my 
friends wifhed to ftir up, was peace, harmony, and 
*^ gcntleneis ; that the magiftrates ufed every exertion 
m their power to qudl the riot in its very earlieft 
ftage ; thai had the rioters flopped at the deftru&ion 
** of my meeting houfe, all had been well. In what-' 
*• ever light," he fays, we view the Birmingham 
" riots, we can fee no obje<5l to excite our compaffion, 
except the inhabitants of the hundred, and the un- 
fortunate rioters themfelves ; that the lofs of my 
manufcripts was little more than a few dirty fheets 
^< of paper, and their deftruAion a benefit, rather than 
a lofs, both to myfelf and the country ; that my 
*• philofophical apparatus was a thing of imaginary 
value only, and ought not to be eilimated at its 
coll, any more than a colledion.of iheUs^or infe£ls, 
or any other frivola of a virtuofo/* 
^< In this country,'' he fays, *^ there is nothing to 
fear from me except my diffeminating my deiftical 
" principles." In another place, however, he calls my 
doclrines aihciflicaU tho' it is impollible that they can 
be both ; and he fpeaks of the infidel phiiofophy of 
Voltaire, Rouffcau, Gibbon, Prieftlcy, and the reft 
*• of that enlightened tribe.'* To make the group 
complete (for the con/t/tency of it is no objefl: with him) 
he fhould have added lome diilinguiflied heathens, 
and mahometans as holding the fame opinions. 
*' When I preached in Philadelphia," he lays, " I gave 
up a (hare of the pence which I was able to draw 
^< out of the pockets of my hearers for the liberty of 
** preaching in the church of the Univerfalifts," of 
which he fpeaks with the greateft contempt. ' 

All this, you will obferve^ is mere afjerlion^ without 
Stily evidence whatever ^ and therefore my iimple denial 
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(tho* I could bring abundant .proof of everything 
that I fliall fay) may be a fuffipent anfwer, - 
\ Now I can £iy with truth that, in the courfe of 
more than forty years, I never preached one fermon 
that any a you would have laid w^s political % nor did 
I ever, in anyplace, or in any form, exprefs awifli for 
any material change in the }Lngiiiliconititution ; and I 
am confident I have a more fincere refpecV for my 
native country, and for this too, than Mr. Cobbet has 
for any country. My writings Ihew that I was al» 
ways an enemy of all civil eftablifhments of religion, 
but thought that if there was to be one, it fhouid be 
of Chrijlianity in general ^ fuch as exifts in the New-Eiig- 
land dates ; and then that the church revenues, what- • 
ever they were, (hould be given to all the feels alike. 

When I preached at the church of the Univerfalifts, 
I wiflied to have no collection made after fervice, but 
all that was collected was given to the nuuiiler or tne 
place ; and when I preached in the hall of the univer- 
iity, only one coUe^ion was made to defray the ex- 
pence) that had been incurred. I was glad of the op* 
portunity of doing what I thought to be good without 
any pecuniary benefit. Whether the difco.urfes that I 
delivered were calculated to do any good, tUole ^yhq 
read them may judge. 

My fon went to France before the revolution took 
place, and before any fuch thing was expeded ; noc 
' was any requeft ever made by myfelf, or my friends, 
to be made a French citizen. The fecond time that 
he went was in order to be received into the houle of a 
merchant at Nantes, from which place, oa account of 
the troubles ia that neighbourhood^ be removed to 
this country. 

When the anniverfiury of .the French revolution was 
celebrated at Birmingham, the conftitution of France 
was a limited monarchy, very much like that of Eng- 
land, and had been folemnly accepted by the king hini- 
felf. Tho' I approved of that celebration, I neither' 
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projected, nor attended it. The magiftrates made no 
iqrious at'tennipts to quell the riot, but rather promoted 
It*. Of the amount of my loiies oh that occafion J. 
have nothing to add to what will be found in my j^p^ 
peal to the people of England cm the fubjeft. In a pecu- 
niary computation it wis iiiore than two thoufand 
pounds lefs than the real vul it . 

This grolk abufe jcomes irom a man with whom J 
never had any intercourfe, whom I never offended, or 
irritated by any reply to his invedives, which hayc 
never ceafed fince I have been in the country ; nor 
fliould i hdve noticed them now, but that I find hii^ 
publications have increaiing acceptance and celebrity 
wiih the friends of thofe who have the chief power in 
this country; fo that fince the riot in Birmingham is 
openly approved and praifed by him and hisfup- , 
porters, a fimilar one may be apprehended here, efpe- 
cially if what Mr. Gobbet fays be true (and I fee no 
reafon to queftion it) that he has lived to fee the 
" truth of his itatements, and the jufticeof his opini- 

ons, refpefling me fully and univerfally acknow- 

ledged and finoe a fpirit of party runs as high ifi 
this country as I ever knew it to do in England, rf 
you believe one half of what Mr Cobbet f.ays of me, 
you would be juulhcd, and applauded, for dellroy- 
ing me, as you would for HiiUng a ierpent or a wild 
bead. ' . • , 

Having advanced thus much i|i my vindicadoni I 
lhall probably bear in filence (as I have hitherto done 
with rcipcft to wh.it pall) w lutcvcr farllicr ubule I 
may be expofed to. What other terms ofreprcxich 
the Engliih language can furniih i am ignorant of, 
but I fhall expert very foon to find ; if not, that more 
' curious changes will be rung on thofe that have been 
fo often ufed already, and efpecially his three favourite 

• iliave,been very credibly informed that Lady Aylesford, wife of 
'the Lord Lieutenant of the county « converfing on the rubje£l of the 
riotd^ faid " They went larther than we inten£d.'* 
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words, rafcal villain and fcoutidrel, Thefe have been fo 
much ufcd by him, that I imagine his printer muft 
provide freih t) pes for the letters of which they con- 
lift. 

If any frelh accufation be advanced, it muft he that 
I was fcnt hither as a convict, for theit or robbery on 
the high way \ but that, being favoured, I was per» 
mitted to export myfeif to America, rather than be 
ient to my friends and old companions at Botany bay ; 
it being thought that there were dready dan^^crc^us 
perfons enow in that one place. And there will be 
jull as much truth in this, as in any thing that has yet 
been advanced againft me by Mr. Cobbet,* 

As a part of the general plan of that providence 
which overrules all things. I am far from complain- 
ing of the treatment I have met w ltli in F.ngkmd, or 
ifi this country ; efpeciaily as it has aUiio{l always at- 
tended the greateft merit, and we cannot expect to 
have any commodity without the tax that is laid upon 
it by the laws of nature. In a fyftem in which infinite 
wifdom and infinite goodnefs ate equally apparent, no- 
thing can eventually be wrong : and toads and vipers 
are as neceffary in the fyllem as horl'es and iheep j and 
noxious plants as much as wholefome herbs. 

* Mr. Cobbet's fucceffors have z fall portion of his fpirit but with- 
out his ability. I prcferve fomu fpecimens of their writings, efpeciaily 
ihc Frcjfe^us of the Gazeite of the United States, for the cotaitry, in order 
to convince my philofophical friends in Kuropc, that, contrary to the 
hypothefis of fonie of them, European produflions, vcgclable, animal, 
or intellectual, do not degenerate in this wcilern world. At leall uotli- 
ing oi cijUoi parly vioIeiiCc uuJ abiaiuuy ever fell under my obicrva- 
tioii before. According to this writer, the adminiftration of Mr. Jef. 
feHbn Knd Mr. Barr» will be condufUd on the principles of Jac^^nijm 
which tho' he does not define^ he gives as fuiHcteiitly to underftaod is a 
compllcatiofi of all evils natural and morale fomething worfe than war^ 
famkie, and peiiilence united. But happily, all thefe things, like moft 
others of a noxious nature, carry their own antidote along wkh them. 
It may even be fafely predicted of their publications as it was of Por- 
cupine's Gazette, that it will be eventually among the beit friends of 
the caufe of republicaoiim, ^ 
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I (hall conclude this letter with obierving that what^ 
ever I may think of the Englifli government \ I have 
fuch an opinion -of the liberality, the good icnfe, and 
the good taile, of my countrymen, that I do not be- 
lieve that any fuch a newfpaper as that of Peter i^ot'^ 
cupine would meet with any encouragement among 
the warmefl: friends of Cbwrcb and kin^ in England. 



• LEITER VIL 

Of my Religion. 

Mj Friends and neighbours^ 

Mr. COBBET calls me fometinies an 
unitarian fometimcs deijly fometimes an athe'id^ and 
always a Z^Vyi^ijrr//^. And a great hypocrite I muft, in- 
deed be, if> in reality, I do not believe in the being 
of a God, or in the truth of chriftianity, when I have 
Written more in defence of thofe articles of faith than 
any other man now living, or almoft that ever did 
liv«,^ and have ol&ciated ai» a chriflian minifter more 
than forty years, 

I inuft alfo have a greater want of common fenfe 
than he afcribes to me, to maintain opinions to in- 
confident with one another as thofe above mentioned. 
An atheift acknowledges no God, and no future iiate \ 

* I can reco'Ie<5l one perfon who has written more in defence 
of Chriftianity thar* inyl^^l^ and that was an Unitarian. I mean Dr. 
Lardncr, with whom I liad ihe happinets to be acquainted, and who 
in conjuncition wiih Di, Fleming, was thepublilher ui ilic firit of my 
theological wiiiings. 
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deifts acknowledge ttiQ former hut few of them the 
latter, and they believe in no rcvaiation ; whereas uni- 
tarians deny, indeed^ a trinity in God, but they be- 
lieve in one Goil, the Father, and in the divine miffi- 

on of Chrift. I hey believed that he worked mira- 
cles by the power of God, that God railed him from 
the dead^ and that he will come again to, raifeaU the 
dead, and judge all the world. The Came man con- 
not, therefore, be at the fame time an mthetft^ a delfts 
and, an unitarian. 

If 1 be a hypocrite, in pretending only to be no athcift, 
or deift, while, in reality, I am either the one or the 
other, what have I got by my hypocrilyj when tho* 
I have been a preacher, as I have obferved, more than 
forty years, my profefBion has never yielded me half 
a maintenance ? ' and here I get nothing at all by it. 
Wen arc not at the trouble of ajfting the hypocrite, 
and efpecially for a longtime, for nothing. 

It is true that I do not join in the public wor£hip of 
this place; but it is becaufe I cannot join in your de- 
votions, which are altogether trinitarian, as they 
ought to be while you are triuitarians. For it would 
be abfurd to acknowledge Chriftto be God, anci not 
to render him the honours of divinity, by praying to 
him as an omniprefent and and omnipotent being, the 
maker and conftant preferver of all things. But 
though I do not worlhip with you, 1 have divine fer- 
vice every Lord's day in my own houfe, which is then 
open to every body, and where feveral of you occa- . 
Conally attend^. Now did any of you ever hear me 
preach any thing like atheifm, or deifm, or indeed 
any thing contrary to your own opinions? And when 
you have heard me pray^ could you not join with me 
in every word I faid ? If you be Chrifiians at all, I 
am cuuiident you always might. It never was my 

« I hAve fince this was ^ntten performed diviae fervxce in a fcbool 
room» not &r from my hoofe. 
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cuilom to preach on the controverted fubjefts of re- 
ligion, or only on particular occaiions* Thefe I dif-* 
cufs in my publications, in which you may fee what 

. my opinions on thofe fubjefts are, and the, arguments 
I Jiavc to advance in fupportof them. 

H id T been permitted to ofKciate in either of your 
meeting houfes (which I fliould have done gratis ^ 
thankful for fuch an opportunity of being ufefui 
among you) you would never have heard from me 
any thing but the principles of our common cbrijiianity. 
And this will furnifli topics of difcourfe in great abun- 
d:\nce, and fuch as are of far greater importance than 
all the things about which we dilien The fubftan- 
tial duties of the chriftianlife, to inculcate which is, 
or ought to be, the great end of all our preaching, 
are the fame on all our principles ; and do I in my 
preaching (and I hope I may add in my praclice) con- 
tradict any of thcfc ? 

We all agree in acknowledging the iame books of 
fcriptur^, and we profels to derive our faith from 
them, though we interpret them difierently. This, 
furely, is not athcifm, or deifm. If I do not believe 
the divinity of C'hrift, it is bccaufe 1 Jo not believe 
it to be the dodrine of the fcriptures, and becLiufc I 
cannot help thinking that if Chriit, and alfo the Holy 
Spirit, be poffefTed of all the attributes of divinity, 
equally with God the Father, there muft be tbrei 
Gods, and not me mfy^ which the fcriptures aflert, and 
on whicJi llicy lay the greateft ftrcfs. In this you w ill 
not agree with me; being of opinion that, in fome 
Icnfe or other, ibf-ee may be one^ and one ibne. But 
you will not lay that becaufe I am ndt a trinitariap, I 
am an atheift, or a deift. 

You do not call the Jews atheifts or deifts, becaufe 
they do not beheve the divinity of Mofes, cr of the 
Mefiiah whom they expccl:. They believe that Moles 
delivered to them the laws and commands of God ; 
and therefore they refped them as much as if they 
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h^d ail come from the mouth of God hlmfelf. I do the 
fame with refpeft to all that Chrift* fpeaking in the 
liame of God, has delivered to us. He has rcfteat- 

Cdly faid ( John vii. 165 xiv. 24,) that the uords ivhich 
^fpake were not his own but the Father^ s who fcnt him ; 
that the Father who was in binij or with him, worked 
the miracks which proved his divine million (Johii 
xiv, 10) for that of bimfelf be could do nothing Uohn 
■^^ 30.) The apoftle Petct calls Chrift a ntan approved 
God byftgns and wonders which God did by hin:, A€ts 
ii. 2 1, and the apo file Paul fays, (i. Cor. viii. 6. / Tim. 
ii. V.) To us there is one God^ the fat he and or^e mediator 
between God and mcn^ the man Chriji Jefus* 

But tho' I think the clear fenfe of icripture, fuch as^ 
is intelligible to the meaneft capacity, is oft my fide,' 
I can eafily fuppoie that you fee things in a very dif- 
ferent light, and that you areas confcicntious in dif- 
fering from me, as I am in difl'ering from yoUi I, no 
doubt, wilh that you^ could corhe to think as I do on 
thefe fubjeds, as you do with refpeA to me. This is 
unavoidable in us both, if we lay any ftrefs ort Our opi- 
nions, and have any good will for oncanotlicr. But 
I do not obtrude my opinions upon you, or offend you 
with difputation. Few of you have ever heard me 
mention the fubjeft of ourtlifferenccs with refpeft to 
Teligion, and then the occafioti has never been fought 
by me. I do not condemn thofe who a^t otherwife, 
but my habits are different; and tho' I have no lefs 
zeal, 1 take a different method of propagating my prin- 
ciples. I have ieidom leen any good produced by dif- 
puting in converiatioti. It too often tends to irritate, 
and tho' men are often iilenced in this way, they af e - 
feldom convinced* But becaufe I am not always tal- 
king about religion, do you fuppofe, with Mr. Cob- 
bet, that I have none ^. 

Mr. Adams, your Preiident, is unqueftionably a 
religious man, and on this account, as well as on ma«^ 
ny others, I greatly refped him . He knovs me well ; 

G 
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and do you tlilnk he would have attended me conftaiit- 
ly, as he did, when I delivered my firft fet of Dif- 
cour&s in Philadelphia, and have confented that I 
ihould dedicate f hem to him, if he had known, or 
fufpe6ied, me to be an atheill or deift, and confeqtient* 
ly a hypocrite, lie entertains no doubt of my being 
a fincere chriftian, tho' our opinions may not be ex- 
a&iy tiie lame. 

I wUh we had all more religion than we have. Wc 
Ihonld then think mori^ of another world, and make 
lefs account of this, and of all things in it, than we 
now do. It would give an habitual regard to God, 
and his providence, refpecl:inG; botii individuals and 
locieties of mankind, and eipecially the great and in- 
terefting events which are now taking place in the old 
world* Firmly beheyiiig that a wife and good provi' 
dence fuperintends all events, and will bring good 
out of all evil, fo that the final ifiue of the moft cala- 
niltous events will be glorious and happy, we fhall 
view them as they pals before us not without intereft, 
but with more tranquility, and without ill will to- 
.wards.any part of tliie human race, even our perfonal 
X)r national enemies. 

Whatever you my think in the prime of life, while 
your fpirits are high, and your profpecls good, the 
.value of religion at my time of life is beyond all efti« 
mation« Without fudh profpe£ls as religion fets before 
us the evening of life would be cheerlefs and gloomy, 
biit with them it is moftferene and happy ; far more 
lb than any preceding period, i am far, I aflure you, * 
from wifhing to be young again, tho I enjoyed that 
. part of life aa much as any of you can do. 

On this account I regard unbelievers at the clofe of 
life with tnuch compaffion. And late converts, and 
nominal chriftians, whogive little attention to the iulv 
jeft, are not much better. It requires time before the 
principles of|chriftianity can be of muchufe in this ref- 
pect* An habitual attention muft be given to them. 
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fo that in every intermifllon of neceflary bufinefs they 
lliall, even without any eflbrt, bfc nppennoft in a man's 
thoughts, aifording reliei: under ail his troubles and 
cares. This ftate of mind cannot, in the natural 
courfeof thin^, be acquired in a ihorttime* , In this 
refpeft faith is a different thing from mere cmvi^ion, 
and admits of degrees, giving confolation and joy in 
proportion to its llrength. 

Atheift pr deift as I may be confidered, and attach- 
ed as I am to philofophicai purfuits, my chief fatif- 
fadions are derived from the daily ftudy of the fcrip- 
tures, and reflections on the momentous fubjefts that 
are there propofed to us. Reilgion is the only effec- 
tual fupport under all the troubles of life (and in fay. - 
iag this you know that I ;}iay fpeak from experience) 
as well as in the hour of death* It alfo tends to make 
men lels ambitious^ and to allay the heat of party fpi- 
rit, which is too often the bane of good neighbour- 
hood, and feparates thole who would other wile be 
liappy in apleafing and beneficial intercourfe. If na- 
tions, or their governors, wei^e really chriftians, allman- 
kind* would live in peace andfriendihip with one a* 
nothen 

Call this a fermon^ if you pleafe, and let Mr. Cobbet 
call it cant and bypocrify. Only believe me to be, not- 
withftanding every difierence of opinion, religious or 
political* ' . 

My Friends and Neighbors, 

your iincere well- wiiher, 

' JOSEPH PRIESTLEY* 

N&rtbumberlandf Nov* i. 1799* 
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P. S. In my next Letters* I fliall, according to my 
promiie, proceed to inform you what I ihink with ref. 
pe<El to the condu(^ of your adminiilration, and even 
the conO itution itfelf. But as theie are ferious anddeep 
fubjeds, they require to be treated with much caution. 
And thcfe* being ticklilh times, it may be prudent to 
have a confultation of my lawyers on the bufinefs. 
Poor as is the Jhed which Mr. Cobbet (ays I dignify 
with the name of a houfe^ T jfhould be forry to exchange 
it for fuch lodgings as the liberaHty of this country 
aifigned to Mr« Lyon, the! this might gratify Mr* Cob* 
bet as much as my having ^ place m the poor Jioufq 
' in Philadelphia.- ' • • 

Since this Poftcript was font to the prefs the follow- 
ing article, reflecling on Mr. Cooper and myfelf, has 
appeared in the Keading New/paper of 0£^ober 269 
1799. ' 

^< Thomas Cooper*^ addref$to the ^readersof theSun* 
"bury and Northumberland Gazette, of which he 
** was Editor, having been republifhed in this State, 

with an introduction approbatory of the piece, a 

correfpondent wiflies to know if it be the fame Tbo^^ 
" mas Cooper^ an Englifhrnan, of whom the following 
** anecdote is relate^ ? If it is, every paper d^oteid to 
" truth, honor and decency, ought togiveit a thorough- 

circulation.'* - • ^ ' , ^ • • * 

Not many months ago, it is faid, a Mr. Cooper, 
an Englifhman, applied to the President of the Uni- 

ted States to be a|>pointed agent for fettling the 

refpeftive claimes of the citizens and fubjedls of 
" this country and Great Britain.** In his letter he 

informs the President that although he (Thomas 
*^ Cooper ) had been called a Democrat, yet hi.^ real po- 

litical fcntiments were fuch as would be agreeable 

*This publication was origioaiiy in two paits^ and the firft of 
(hem dofed with the 7th letter. The 8tb letter and (he following 
weie pabliihed- about a month after* 
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f to the President and government of the United 

** States, or expreflions to that cflc<ft. This IcUer 
" was accompanied with another from Dr. Jofeph 
Pr i c/i ley ^ who did not fail toafTure the President, 
of the pliability of his friend Cooper's democratic 
principles. The Presidekt, it is fkid, rejecledCd^- 
" per's application with difdain, and Prieftlefs with ftill 
" flronger marks of furprifc, faying, it is faid, as he 
" threw the letter on the table, does he think that I 
would appoint any Englifhman to that important 
" office in preference to an American ! — What was 
the confeqnence \ — ^When Thomas Cooper found his 
?* application for a lucrative office under ourPRHsi- 
DENT rejected, he writes in revenge the addrcls which 
f* has appeared in print, and Dr. Prlejiley exerted iiis 
influence in dilperfing this very addrefs, which he 
muft know was the o&pring of difappointment 
and revenge UP* 

The addrefs is as cunning and infidious a produc- 
ts tion as ever appeared in the Aurora, or the old Chro- 
** nicle, and as for impudence it exceeds, or at leafl 
s* equals Porcupine himfelf. — Prkftlcy and Caoper are 
both called upon to deny the above narrative. A 
recourle to the letters themfelves would eftabliOi the 
accuracy of this anecdote eyen to a fylUble. 



Of the candour and judice of this reprefentation 
my reader will judge from the tenor of the letters 
referred to, of which the following are copies* 

Augnji 12, 1797. 

♦ 

I}£AR 3iR, i 

IT was far from being my interition, or my wifli, to 

trouble you with a requeft of any favours, though it 
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h now in your power to grant them ; ^nd' it^is not at 

ail probable that I fliall e ver take a fecond liberty of 
the kind. But circumftances have arifen which, I 
think, call upon me to do it once, though not for 
myfeif but a friend. The office of - Agent for Ame- 
rican claims, wasofiEered,.! underftand^ to Mr. Hall 
of Sunbury, and he has declined it. If this be the cafe, 
and no other pcrfon be yet hxed upon, 1 fliould be 
\ery happy if I could ferve Mr. Cooper (a man, I 
doubt not, of at ieaft equal ability, and poiieiied of 
every other qualification for the office) l^y recom- 
mending him* It is true that both he and myfclf 
fall, in the language of our calumniators, under the 
deicription of Democrats, who arc ftudioufly repre- 
fented as enemies to what is called government both in 
England and here. What /have done to defer ve that 
cbarader you well know, and Mr, Cooper has done 
very little more. In we have both been perfe* 
cuted for being friends to American liberty, and our 
preference of the government of this country has 
brought us both hither. However, were the accufa- 
tion true, I think the appointment of a man of un- 
queftionable ability and fidelity to his truft, for which 
I would make myfeif anfwerable, would be fuch a 
mark of fuperiority to popular prejudice as I ihoold 
'expe£l from you. 1 therefore think it 710 unfavourable 
cinuniftance in the recommendation* That you will aft 
according to your beft judgment I have no doubt, 
with refpeft to this and other affairs of infinitely more 
moment, through which I am perfuaded you. will, 
bring the country with reputation to yourfelf, though, 
(in circumftanccs of luch uncommon difficulty) per- 
haps with lefs eafe and fatisfjclion than I could wifh. 
With my earneft wifhes for the honour and trancjui- 
lity of your Prefidency, 

I am. Dear Sir, 

yours finccrely, 

JOSEPH PRIESTLEY. 
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ON my expyefllng an inclination for the oflicc 
which Mr. Hall has declined. Dr. Pricftley was fo good 
as to offer his fervices with you on my behalf. 

Probably the office will be filled *ere this letter can 
reach you: probably there may be objeftions to liO- 
minating a perfon not a native of this country: pro- 
bably fbe objediion mentioned by Dr. Priejiky may rcaj^n^ 
ably be deemed of weight in my injiance. Be all this as it 
may, I fee no impropriety in the prefcnt application 
to be appointed Agent of American claims, for it is 
llillpoffible I may fuppofe more weight in the objec- 
tions than they will be found to defcrve. If it fliould 
fo happen that I am iiDnunated to that office I lhall 
endeavour to merit the charader the Dodor has given 
of me» and your efteem. 

I 

lam, &c. 

THOMAS COOPER. 

From my letter it will clearly appear that I was far 
from propofing any deriledion of principles on the 
part of Mr. €ooper. I fliould as foon have expe<5led 
it on the part of iMr. Adams hi^nfelf. I was alfo far 
from intending any affront to Mr. Adams, for whom I 
always had a very high cilcem. I honoured him for 
his integrity, and refpefted even what I thought to be 
his prejudices. Beiides he was juft then entered on 
his office of Prcfident, and had not done any thing to 
offend pcrfons of Mr. Cooper's political principles. 

^ I thought Mr. Cooper fmgularly well qualified for 
difcharging the duties of the office in queUion, on ac- 
count of his knowledge of EngUfli law and Engliih 
commerce, as well as for his acknowledged ability and 
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a£UvUy* \ alfo thought that I was giving Mr. Adam* 
an opportunity of ferving himfeif, by ihewing his libe» 
rality, in favouring a perfon whofe political principled 
diiicred from his own, but in a caic in \yliich liicy 
could not interfere with them. At the fame time he 
would have obliged a perfon for whom he always pro^ 
fefled umch efteem, and whom he had honoured with 
his correfpondence and intercourfe* 

As Mr. Cooper was, together with my fon, intro- 
duced to Mr. Adams by a. letter horn me, who was 
then in England, he fhould, I think, high as his fta- 
tion was, have interpofed to prevent fo fliocking a 
mifreprefentation of our letters to him. If we had 
not had copies of them, we Ihould both have been 
difgraced, and Mr. Cooper, I may fay, ruined, his 
livelihuud depending upon his character* And fure- 
ly if under fuch a provocation a few intemperate ex- 
prcliions dropped from a man whofe feelings may be 
lomething too quick, they ihould have been overlook" 
ed. Yet for what Mr« Cooper faid on that occafion, 
he was fentenced to an impriibnment of fix months, 
and to pay a fine of four hundred dollars. And tho' 
it was in his power to prove the truth of all his alle- 
gations, he was not allowed the ufe of fuch documents 
from the public ofiices as would have been abundantly 
fufficient for his purpofe ; nor was Mr. Adams allowed 
to be fubpoened. I'his, however, I think is obviouf- 
ly due to any citizen, efpecially when his life or his 
liberty is in danger. 

The following obfervations on the general fub]ect 
of apfGiniment to offices^ which I wrote fome time ago, * 
will not, I fiatter myfelf, be thought improperly fub- 
joined here, and may recommend themfelves as of 
lome impo?tance to impartial perfons of all parties. 
Let the rrchdent in queftion be either Mr. Adams or 
Mr. Jefferfon. 

To have the higher oiHcers of the fiate, thofe with 
whom it may be proper to ccmfult on the general con* 
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doft ef afiairs, as the beads of the {everal departments, 
men of the fame political principles with the Prefident, 

could not be complained of. But when all offices, e- 
ven fuch as are merely lucrative^ are confined to one 
party, it naturally exaiperates thofe of oppoiile princi- 
ples, and gteatly promotes a fpirit of party in the coun- 
try ; and this may proceed fo hx as to hazard a civil 
war. It is, therefore, the part of good policy, as well 
as of mao^nanimity, to diitribute all offices with as e- 
qual a hand as poflible. Otherwife, inllead of being 
the chief of the nation, a Prefident makes himfelf the 
head of a particular party. 

Should all the partifans of fuch a Prelident follow 
his example, and employ no phyfician, nocarpenter, no 
mafon, no flioemaker, &c. but men of their own poli^ 
tical fentiments ; and fhould thofe of oppofite piincU 
pies, ia felf defence, do the fame, it would be a ftate 
of mutual perfecution on account of opinion, an en- 
deavour to exterminate one another by fiarving, which 
approaches very nearly to an attempt to effeft the lame 
by violence. The only difi'crcncc is tiiat of taking a 
town by blockade, or by ftorm. They are aHke ope- 
rations ot open war. A Prelident, therefore, who. 
wifhes to promote the peace of the country will carcn 
fiiUy avoid fetting fuch a^ example* 
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LETTER Vm. 
Of fbp Innocence and Advantage of the, free Difcuffton of 

m 

fill poliiicul S 
My Friends and Neighbours^ 

H WING promifed you a full confeiSon of all my 
political crimes and mifdeiiieanors, and having in the 
precedinj^ Letters made a faithful declaration of what 
//7/7J, and what I have done among you, I proceed to 
give you fome of my ibougbts^ and though you 
might, in fome meafure, have gucffed at them through 
^he Qiedittm of my adions, I will fave you that trou- 
ble, and tell you more of my thoughts than any 
knowledge you have of my ajfrions could poffibly 
have enablfd the moft fagacious of you to dilcover. 
But in order to do this fairly and honeiliy, you muft 
^Bxcuie me, if,' after fpeaking of my own faults, I 
^ouch a Kttle upon yours, though I ihali do this with 

gentle a hand'^s poffible. 

You muft, however, confider, that though I may* 
point out what appears to me to be a fault, you will 
of courfe, be the judges in your own caule, and ac- 
knowledge it or not as you may fee reafon ; and alio 
fhat it is not in my power, but altogether in yours, 
fp find the proper remedy* As a fenfible Pope faid 
%o fome Englifhmen who were introduced to him, 
when he unexpeclcdly gave them his benediction in 
the ufual form at parting, " The blcfiing of an old 
f ^ man can do you no harm fo the advice of an old 
plan, as I am, however improper, or impertinent, 
pannot hurt you. My trouble in writing is not much, 
and yours in readinii lb ilill lefa. 
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Prefuming, as I hope I tnay, that, after the apo^ 
* logy Lhave in.idc for w riting thefc Letters, yoii will 
not think it impertinent in nic, th(>n;^h an a'lcn^ to 
give you my thoughts on any lubjed relating to tiie 
conduct of public affairs (in which I am as much in* 
. terefted as any ot you can ho) I lhall t^ke the liberty 
to requeft more erf your attention to fome particular 
arlicles, than you feem to mc to have given to tlicni. 
J may alfo plead that this is the only way in which I 
can contribute to the redreis of any grievance of 
which I may think 1 fee caulc to coiBplain. For, be- 
ing an alien,.! am neither eligible to any office of truft 
myfelf, nor have I a vote for any candidate. But the 
lowed: fervant in a family, if he think that any 
thing is going wronc!;, may fpeak of it to any of his 
fellow fervants, cv^n to the line ward, or to the inafier 
himfelf, whether they will attend to him or not. 

Nothing, however, is more common with the 
friends of the adminiftration in all countries than to 
conhder every ccniure of public mcafurcs as an attack'' 
upon the ^ovcDimcjLt of the country, and every cen- 
lure of the government as a thing hollile to the people. 
But it is without any good reafon in either of the 
cafes. Will it be pretended that aU magiltrates, and 
all minifters of ftate, are infallible, or impeccable? 
If not, they may niiilakc ihc inLorcftof the country, 
or confult their own intereft at its cxpcncc. May 
not, then, a peribn who thinks tiiem to be either 
miflaken, or diihoneft, and that the people at large 
are in danger of being injured by their condud:, 
point it out to his countrymen ? Nay, is it not the 
al)l'oiUte duty of every hDiieil man to give to oihcrs . 
the intorniation that he has acquired himfclF? Ac- 
cording to" the principles of your ccnftitution, ail 
perfons intrufted with the condu(fk of pubUc affiiirs, • 
how high focver you have placed them, arc but yo\ir 
fervants^ and accountable to you for their conduft in 
office. 
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Farther, If any perfon flioul J conceive that any thing 
in the very conftitution of the government itlelf 
might be changed for the better, is he an enemy to 
ihe people for propofing it ? It is only giving his opi- 
nion concerning what he imagines wiU be for their 
good. Tho* he be miftaken, his intention may be 
the beft m the world, and therefore he will be inti- 
tled to their thanks. 

If 1 were to advife you to change the whole form of 
yourgovcnment, from a republic to an abfolute mo- 
narchy, I fhould do you no harm, fince you would 
be at liberty to receive or rejcft the propofal as you 
thought proper. I might (ay that a Prelldent like 
yours would make a poor appearance in the prefence 
of a kingy that kingly government has both more dig' 
mty and more energy than yours ; that fuch a man as 
the late king of PrulEa, or Peter the Great of RufEa, 
would prefently rid you 6f all traitorous and feditious 
perfons, without troubling your courts of julUcc with 
them, which would be a great faving of expence ; 
that fuch a government would keep all the country 
perfe&ly quiet ; that then the lower orders of the 
people, having nothing to do with politics, would at- 
tend to their proper bufinefe, of agriculture^ nranu- 
failures, or commerce, without diftraflion, and their 
affairs would prolpcr in proportion ; and that thofe 
' of the higher orders, the more opulent, not being 
obliged to give any part of their time to the lludy of 
the theory of government, would have more leifure 
to attend to the improvement of the polite arts and 
fcience, to the glory of the monarch in the firll place, , 
and their own reputation in the fecond. 

But if, notwithftanding all that I could urge in fa- 
vour of fuch a government, you ihould prefer what 
you call liberty y in which peribns of all. ranks, quaUfi- 
I cd or unqualified, give the greateft part of their time 
>j to a fubjccl which they will never undcrilund, and 
iliil chuie .to clamour, and almoft fight, about endleis 
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eleftions of magiftrates, no harm would be done. 
You might proceed juft as you had done before. 

If, in order to prevent the mifchief that often arifes 
from competition^ I Ibould advife that, inftead dF ma* 
king a king of any native American, who would not 
fooii acquire the proper difpofition and habits of one, 
you fliculd return to your former alle<Tiance to the 
king of Great Britain, a king ready formed to your 
hands, who would, no doubt, forgive all that was 
paft, and promife you the beft treatment for the fu- 
ture, and thus become a wing of that great empire 

» which now commands the world, and lhare in the 
honour of exterminating all Jacobinifm, democracy, 
anarchy, and ir religion (all of which are now only 
confidered as difl'erent names of the fame thing) and 
you Ihould not quite like the propofal, I Ihould fiili 
hope to be excufed for making it, from my loyalty to 
my natural fovereign, and my zeal for the honour of 
my native country, even if I did not confult your in- 
terefl in it ^ and as you would not be hurt, you could 
not be much offended. 

Mr. Cobbet, a greater admirer of Englad than I 
am, would, no doubt, go farther than IcouId|{nits com- 
mendation. He might fay that, could you but fee the 
kinp^ of Great Britain in his itiite coach, drawn by eight 
cream coloured hories, with ail his horle guards, fiir- 
rounded by perhaps a hundred thoufand admiring fpec« 
tators, in his progreis tho' St. James's park, and aiter 
that fee him feated in hisrobes on the throne in thehoufe 

^ of L()i u^5 with all the Lords and Bifhops in their robes ; 
could you fee him fervedon the knee, and pcrfons kif- 
ling his hand, you would be alhamed of your Freii- 
dent, and every thing belonging to him. He might 
fay that an American would be ftruck dumb at the 
fight of an Englifh judge feated in his fcarlet robe on 
the bench, with all the lawyers in their gownf>, and 
flowing wig??. He would fay that the beft man among 
you Was hardly ht to be made a juftice of the peace in 
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England. And then what is your navy? It is not fo 
much as the frog compAred u> the ox in the fable ; and 
might bid you take care ieii the ox ihould let his foot 
upon it. 

But {hould you confider all this as mere prejudice 
in favour of our native country, and think there was 

mt;i c fliew than fubftance in kingly governments, that 
arnueb and navies coft nmre x\\zn they arc worth, r.nd 
that you couid employ your tunds to more advantage, 
you would only fmiie at our reprefent^tionSy and not 
be angry. 

To be perfeclly ferious : in all countries, and under 

every form of government, opinions oi twcxy kind, and 
thofe of ail pcrfons, natives or aliens, in oflice or out 
of oliice, flaould be perfectly free: becaufe they can do 
no harm; tho' overt atts^ tending to the forcible fub- 
verfion of any government, ihould be watched with 
the greateft care. 

A perfon may even be fafely trufted with the adml- 
niflratlou c;f the affairs of a country the conftitution of 
whole government he docs not approve. Admitting, 
for inftance, what is commonly iuppofed, and is not 
altogether improbable, that Mr. Adams, the Preiident, 
ihould think an hereditary monarchy preferable to an e* 
Idled Executive^ like that of this country ; being of o- 
pinion that fuch a form of governn.cnt is more tavour- 
able to the peace and hapninefs oi the people ; yet, 
yielding, as every man mult do, to the opinion of the . 
majority of his fellow citizens, and di*eading, as all 
wile men will, the hazard of any great change, or re-, 
volution, in the government, he may faithfully ad- 
miniiler that wiiieh he has fworn to miiritain ; and I 
have no doubt, but tliat whatever may be his private 
opinion on the fubject, he will do it to the beii of his 
ability. 

All that we have to apprehend in fuch a c^e is from 

the opinions of perfonsin high offices becoming gene- 
ral j audit is, doubtlefs, much in their power lo re- 
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commend their opinions to general acceptance. But 

even then, if the people at large really approve of the 
change propofed, the propofer will be entitled to their 
gratitude for bringing it about. Nothing is to be dread- 
ed but violence^ which tre need not fear will ever be at- 
tempted in this country. Let every thing, efpecially 
thingsof importance, be propofed tofree difcuflion, and 
let truib and error h^LXZ equal advantaLi;e. i lie former 
cannot fail to recommend itfelf to nnlverfal acceptance 
due time, and the latter will be univerfally exploded. 

I am, &c. 



-LETTER IX. 

Of Improvements in the Conjlitution of the United States. 

My Friends and Neighbours^ 

MY objccl in tliis Letter \9> not to cn'ticife the wliole 
of your conftitution, or to dwell on i he general ex- 
cellence of it. I think it the beft that has ever been 
devxfed by man, and reduced to practice, in any age, 
or in'^ny part, of the world. It has every thing that 
is valuable in the Enc:lifu conflitution, which was con- 
fefledly fupcrior to any otiier in Europe, v^/ifhoiit its 
defeds. Without this perfuaiion I ihould not have 
come among you. But no work of man can be cx- 
peftedtobc perfect; and therefore you will not, I 
hope, be offended if 1 mention two or three particulars, 
vviih rclpecl to which I think it might be improved. 
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Of this, however, you will judge for yourfelves. The ^ 
mere opinion of any perfon, and efpeciaUy that of aU 
alien, cannot do you any harm. 

I. If then,l may take the liberty to cenfure finy 
article in your conftitution, the firft that I Ihould no- 
tice would be that which allows of the eligibility of 
any man to the oilice of Prefident for life. Uiftory 
abundantly ihews that the Ipve of power is as great as 
that of money. The more men have of either, the 
more they generally wifli to have. It bei ng potBble, 
then, by your conftitution, for a man to keep this 
high fituation for life, by being elcclcd into it eve^y 
four years, he has an intereft in enlarging the power 
attached to it ; and if ambition be his object (and pure 
patriotifm, Iifear, exifis only in Utopia; he will ufe 
* every means that his fituation gives him, which will 
neceffarily be great, to gain friends ; cfpecially by giv- 
ing offices of truft and emolument under him, not to 
thole who are the beft qualified to difcharge the dutieSL. 
of them, but to thofe who will fecond his views of 
continuing in power. And they who are thus 
favoured by him will naturally concur in promoting 
iiis intereft, becaufc it w ill lay him under an addition- 
al obligation to promote theirs. 

On the contrary, if the conftitution was fuch as 
that no perfon could enjoy an office of fuch power as 
that of the Ptefi:dent longer than three or four years, 
and be was not eligible to it again, or not till after a 
confidci ablc diftance of time, it would not be his inter- 
eft to make friends at the expence of his country, and 
he would not wiih to enlarge a power to which he 
muft himfelf foon be, and remain, fubjecl. 

Whatever may be objeded to the conftitution of 
France in other refpeds, in this it is preferable to that 
oi this couiury. Since each of the five directors, be- 
fidcs having only one fifth part of the power of your 
Prefident, muil be reduced to the rank oi: a common 
citizen in five years, the temptation he is under to ex- 
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tend his power is much Icfs. This advai;itage, how- 
ever, is prob'ihly more than balanced by the want of 
union, and conlequentiy of energy, in fuch ^ divided 
executive. 

It will be £ud that the longer any perfon in the ex-* 
ccutive offices of government continues in power, the 

more liable iimi uiiifornn the meafures of government 
will be ; whereas frequent changes will be attended 
with endlefs fluctuations, fo that foreign powers wiii 
never know what to look to. 

But this inconvenience, for fuch it is acknowledged 
to be, only takes place when the perfon poffefled of 
this power has no will but his own to follow, as in 
goveriurents that are arbitrary, like that of Ruliia. 
This empire has feldom changed its head without a 
total change of its politics. Peter 1 1 1 found his country 
at war with the king of Pruffia, and inftantly became 
his ally. This alliance the emprefs, who (bon fuc- 
ceccicdhim, clianged into a flatc ot neutrality, and if 
flie had pleafed, it might have been hofiility again. 

What can be more changeable than the meafures of 
the fame, arbitrary court, directed by the caprices of 
different courtiers and favourites ? Dumouriez fays 
that thofe of the court of VerfaiUes,in his time, varied 
with every change of minifters, of factions, of mif- 
trelles, or of favourites. See his Life^ vol. 2, p. 85. 

But the leaders of a government truly republican, 
like that of the United States, will, and muft, take 
their meafures from the wifties of the people, which 
are not fo apt to change, becaufe they -flow from the 
general intcrcil:. The annual change of the Roman 
confuls never occalioned any change in the mealures 
of government, nor did t.he annual election of Doges 
at Venic? or Genoa. 

It will alfo be faid that if the people really prefer 
any particular Prefident to any other, they ought to 
■ be gratified, and notbe under a ncceflity of changing^ 
him. But in a country of fuch an extent as that ok 

I 
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the United States of America^ there muft, furely, be 
more than one perfon whom the people will think fuf* 

ficicntly qualified to ferve them, and in whom they 
can fafely place confidence; and this fmall reftriclion 
of their choice will be abundantly compenfated by 
putting it out of the power, or inclination^ o£ any 
Prefident to confulchis own intereft at theexpence of ^ 
theirs. 

If you read any Iiiftory, you will find that an at- 
taclimcnt to particular perfons has been the occafion 
of unipeakable mifphief in all countries. Though 
feme inconvenience arofe from the Romans having 
annual confuls, atid annual generals, it was found to 
be trifling compared with thofe which were the con- ' 
fequencc ut the attachment the foldicrs acquired for 
fuch men as Marius and Sylla, Caelar and Pompey, 
who were fufFered to continue many years in the com- 
mand of the fame armies. It was the true caufe of 
that fucceiGon of dreadful civil wars, which did not 
end but with, the total fubverfion of the republican 
form of government, and the eftabliftiment of one 
that was purely military and defpotic. 

3. In my Ledures on Hijhry and General Policy^ Vol i. 
p. 65^ I obferved, that it is a manifell abfurdity to 

have any more than one will in any ftate; becaufe 

when any part of the government has an abfolute 

negative on the proceedings of the reft, all public 
** bufinefs may be at a ftand; though it is, no doubt, 
*' very ufeful to provide againft precipitate refolutions, 

by a power to command a revifion or a fufpenfion 
•* of decrees. In this refpcft both our own conftitu* 
^< tion, and that of the United States of North Ame* 
** rica, arc defcftive.** 

The inconvenience of this fyftem would be experi- 
enced in the Englilh government, but that the all con- 
trolling iniiuence of the crown, in fact, directs the 
proceedings of both the houfes that have a negative 
upon it. But in your cooftitution, in 'which the 
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three powers are really independent on each other, 
the inconvenience of the fyilem may be felt. It was 
fo lately in the limilar conilitution of the ftate of 
Pennfylvania, when the houfe of reprefcntatives pre- \ 
ferring one mode of chuliiig the elefldrs of the Pre- 
fident, and the Senate another, they aftually fepara- 
ted without agreeing upo;i anyj fo that the ilate was 
in danger of lofing its vote in that important quellion ; 
and at a fecond meeting, they made a conapromiic 
that really pleafed neither of them, and that was con- 
demned by the people in general* 

This inconvenience will not be wholly remedied by 
any diilcrent mode of chufing the Senators, hut 
only by taking^ from them their abfolute negative on 
the proceedings of the iiouic of rcprefcntatives ; as, 
for a fimilar reafon^ this is not given to the Prefident 
of the United States, The more temperate delibera- 
tions of a few, may be an uieful check upon the im- 
pctuofity with which popular Ipcakers often impel the 
proceedings of a greater number; but they are not 
fo likely to entertain the real fentiments, and conform 
to the wiihes, of the people at large, as the perfons 
who are their more immediate and their later choice. 
A Senate chofen in a prior period will more probably 
retain the prevailing fentiments and views of that pe- 
riod, tlian thofe of the time prefent. But for that 
very reafon, they will ,be a more natural nnd ufeful 
check on deciiions dictated by momentary circumilani- 
cesy which are apt to be precipitate unwife. 

4* So excellent a conftitution as is that qf this conn* 
try deferves to be guarded with the great eft care ; and 
yet in this refpeft it appears to me to be ueit cciv<?, as it 
contains no fufScient provihon for guarding againft yi- 
olations of it by perfons entrufted with its adminiftr^f 
tion. To decide in qucftions of this high and ferious 
nature, there Ihould, I think, be a fpecial courts cQn« 
filling of deputies from alltheftates oi the union. 
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Tlic gicaicfl: danger of any encroachment on the 
con fti tut ion is from the Cong^rcis miftakinu;, or exceed- 
ing, their power; and by proceeding without any check 
of this kind, they might gradually aifame all the power 
of the Englifh parliament^ which is uncontrouled by 
any defined conftitiition. * And certainly no body of 
men iiiould be judges in their own caufe. 

The ordinary judges, though continuing in office 
during their good behaviour, and not removeable at 
any pcrfon'fr pleafure, are fo conncftcd with perfods 
in power, and efpeciaUy thofe from whom they re- 
ceivcd the^r appointments, that they have been found, 
with very few exceptions, to favour the cxiiling ad- 
Kiiniftration in all countries, and in all times. 

I would alio take the liberty to propoie that it 
fliould be in the power of the legiflature of any of 
the feparate ftates to call this fpecial court, and lay 
before it whatever they may apprehend ' to havfe 
been a vioLillon of the conititution, by the Congrefs, 
the Prefident, or any man, or body of men, what- 
ever. 

5. If X might take the liberty to cenibre not only 
your government^ but that of every other in the 
world, it would be your requiring oaths of allegiance^ 

and indeed any declaration of a man's ])i iiiciplcs or 
fenliments in words or writino;. Bcfides heipn- an 
abule of religion, and a temptation to prevaricate, I 
do not believe that this meafure has ever been found 
to anfwer the end propofed by it. On one pretence' 
or other, and efpecially that of perfons being com- 
pelled to take tliein, through the impoHibility of 
avoiding them, it will be maintained by many, that 
they are of no force or obligation ; and in many 
countries oaths of allegiance have be^n changed to others 
inconliftent with them, and yet have not beenobjeded 
to on that account. Wltn^fe thofe that have been 
taken in -France to the difFercnt conftitutions of that 
. country fince the abolition of monarchy ' • - 
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A few confcientious perfons, who wifh to be quiet, 
who might be fafely trufted in any government, • 
will fcruple to take fuch' oaths; and by this means 
good fubjeds are excluded, while men of no princi- 
ple, fuch as alone are dangerous, wilf make no diffi- 
culty of taking any oath that you chufe to impofc. 

It mic^ht, lurely, be fufiicicnt to puniQi perfons 
refiding in any country when they are found to ad 
contrary to the laws of it* For my own part 1 prefer 
the iituation of an alien, inconvenient as it is in fe* 
veral refpefts, rather than make the h'arfli declaration 
which your laws require refpecling the country of 
which 1 an> a native ; but %vhile my pcrfon and my 
property are in your power, have you not fufficrent 
hold upon nie, without^equiringany verbal declaration 
about renotmcing England^ and of my attachment to 
America? 

It may be prudent not to admit flrangers to of- 
*fices of truft and power ttll after a competent time of 
relidence j fo that it may be prefumed that ttey have 
acquired a fuffident knowledge of ^our laws and 
conftitution, andaproper attachment to them. But 
the declaration of this by an oath appearis to me to 
be fuperfluous, to be a caufc of diftrefs to the con- 
fcientious, and no bar whatever to tliofc whom you 
would wiih to keep out of th^ country. 



' I am, &c; 
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LE-ITER X. — 



0/ Infringements of CmfiHutian by the Ads of Con^ 
grefs refpemng the Regidatim Commerce^ the Power 
cf making PeOce and War, and R^iaim tf the 
Freedom of Speech and of ibe Pr^s. 

My Friends and Neighbours^ 

WHEN I kft Enghnd, I was induced ta come 
hither chiefly on account of my high admiration of 
the conftitutioa of your government. It was at that 
time the only one that had been drawn up with deli- 
beration by perions appointed for that exprefs purpofe 
and folemnly accept eii by the natiott. It was wholly 
founded on the rights of man, and the fovtreignty of 
ihe^peopie.^ In other words it was purely republicaiu 
every officer being chofen by the people, to ferve 
them for a Hmitcd time, and afterwards accountable 
to them for their condud. There were no hereditary 
honours, or powers of any kind, and no form of re- 
ligion eftabliflied by law. The power of making 
peace or war, and alfo that of regulating commerce 
with foreign nations, as well as among yourfelves, 
was wifely placed in the Congrefs, of which your im- 
mediate reprefentatives (who are the moft interefted 
in every thing of this kind) are the moft effential 
pa r t . Your country was then open to all new comers 
without :u>y rcftricHon ; and that great and neceffary - 
guard of liberty, the the freedm of fpeech and of the 
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prefs^ was uncontrolled. Yonr conftltution exprefsly 
lays that " tke migration of luciipcrlons as any ftate 
then exifting fhould think proper to admit fliould 
not be prohibited by Congrefs till the year iSoft; 
^'^ and that the Congre(s fhould make no law abridg- 
" the frccdoa:i of fpccch or of the prefs.*' 

To my great furprize and mortilkation, however, 
I now find that feverai of thefe artides, eiTential to a 
truly free government, have been, in my opinion, on 
one pretence or other, infringed. Or, if the prefent 
ftate of things be really agreeable to the Conftitution, 
it was not drawn up for the ufc of plain men, but of 
very acute lawyers only. Certainly the comment does 
not naturally flow from the text ; or there was in the 
letter of th6 conftitution a latent ambiguity, which 
defeats the profefied objed of it* Thus becaufe your 
Conftitution gives to the Prefident, and two thirds of 
the Senate, the power of making treaties with foreign 
powers, and treaties may relate to any fubjecl in which 
different ftates may be concerned, they may make trea- 
ties of alliance^ (ffen/ive and (kfenftve^ and alfo treaties of 
tmmerce ; and by this means all interference of the 
proper reprefentatives of the people either in the bufi- 
nefs of commerce^ or of peace and war^ in which they 
are moft concerned, and in which they therefore ought 
in reafon to have the rnoft: control!, is etlei^ually pre- 
cluded. The treaty, lhackling their commerce, or in- 
volving them in a war, is actually made indq>endently 
of them, and all their objedions to it have no effeft. 

Since treaties become parts of the law, by which 
the courts of juftice are bound, I do not fee but that it 
is in the power of the Prefident and two thirds of the 
fenate, that is I believe of twenty-one men, to bind 
the country in all cafes whatever. For what is there 
that may not be introduced into fome treaty ? In this 
way this country might have become a party in the 
treaty of Piln it z or of Pavia, and thus have been en- 
gaged, tho' ever fo reluclantly, in the coalition againft 
the liberties of France, and of Europe in general* 
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' It is, moreover, contended by the friends^ as 
are called, of government^ that when, in cnnfequenc^ 
of any treaty, moDcy is to be raifed to carry it into 
luffed, the reprefentatives of the nation, who give the 
money, muft abfolutely raife the fum required, or as 
the phrafe is, make the appropriations ; having no other 
choice than that of railing it in what they may think 
,the beft manner. 

This is a power which even the parliament of Great 
Britain has not yet been brought to furreuder. There 
the king has, indeed, the nominal power of making 
peace and war, and alfo treaties of every kind. But if 
7no?iey be necefTary to can y thciii iiitu execution, the 
treaties come under difcufiion in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, and the people give or with-hpld their money 
as they think proper; fo that they have a virtual ne^ 
gative on all the meafures of the court ; and certainly^ 
it is highly reafonable that they ihould have it. And 
was not this intended by the framcrs of your coniUtu- 
tion too ? Could they give the Congrefs the power of 
making peace and war, and alfo that of regulating 
commerce in one part of that infirument, and take it 
out of their hands in another ? Such manifeft incon- 
fiftency artd deceit is not to be fuppofcd. 

It, therefore, appears moll clearly to me^ who am a 
' ' ftranp;cr among you, that the real meaning and intent 
» of the conllitution in thefe two effentiai surtieles has 
been perverted, that a moft important power has been 
taken from the many, and transferred to the few,, and 
that the moft valuable interefts of the former have been 
iurrcndcrcd to the hitter. If in this I reafon wrong, I 
wiffi to he fet right. But I preiume that your con/}i' 
tutioTi was drawn up for the uie of the citizens at large, . 
anil in fuch language as it was thought they might un- 
derftand ; and this language being Engliib, I may be 
fuppofed to undcrftand it as well as yourfelvcs. Your 
c(.>iiUitution is not like that of the EngUfh governme.i i, 
to be looked for in remote hiftory, or collected from 
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the aftual excrcife of it, like the principles of ihccm-^ 
men law* It is committed to writings and was made 
in the memory of perfons now living ; fo that the real 

meaning or every article ot it, ind the rcaions on wUich 
they were founded, arc well known. 

So evident is it, in my opinion, that the alim and 
/edstim a3s arc unconftitutional, that 1 fliall not en» 
larse on the proof of this. It is fufficient, I think, to 
qbrerve with refpeft to theni, that the Congrefs have 
made laws (if unconlti:utional acts can be called laws) 
on fubjecls with rerpecl to which they were exprer>ly 
forbidden by the conftitution to make any. 1 (hall^^ 
therefore, content mylelf with making fome obferva- 
tions on the nature and tendency of them. 

Laws calculated to reftrain the freedom of fpeech 
and of the prefs, which have always been \x\?A(z on the 
pretence ot the abufe of it, are ot io lufpicious a na- 
ture in ihemieive«, and have been fo conftantiy the 
refort of arbitrary governments, that I was t^eyond 
meafure aftonifhed to find them introduced here ; and 
yet in fome refpefts thj laws that have lately been- 
made by Congrefs are more fevere than ilioie in Eng- 
land. 

While the prefs is open to the friends, as weli as the 
enemies, of thofe in power, I fee no good reafon why 
they ihould not be content to defend themfelves with 
the fame weapons with which they are attacked. Why 

fliould any man Iheltcr himfclf behind penal lavjs when 
he is attacked by argtment^ if it was in \\\^ power to 
defend himfelf in the lame way? i\rgumcat nnfwers 
the purpofe fo mudh ^ore eficckually than farce ^ that 
it is reafonable to conclude, that recourfe will neyer 
be had to the latter^ but when there is a failure of the 
former. Why do we uie a rod to children, but be- 
caufe they are incapable ot hearing reaion ? In no coun- 
try will there ever be wanting men fufficiently able, 
and willing to defend the conduct of (he governing 
powers. To this ftandard nien of genius are ready 

K 
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enough to run, from motives that do not need to be 
pointed out. 

All mere tfinions ct)ncerning the conduft of perfons 

in public offices ouo;ht to be as free as any other opi- 
nions concerning fubje^s that are intereitinp; to the 
community* In fa6^, it is no more than mailers cen- 
furing the conduct of their fervants. For every indi- 
vidual is a part of the great mafs, for the ufe of whom 
all governments were inftitutcd. But perfons in effiee^ 
which neceffarily implies ferviiude^ being ufually cailcd 
governors^ are apt to arrogate to themfclves the prero- 
gatives ot majUrs ; and their friends and flatterers call 
almoft ev^y cenfure on their conduct, every thing 
that has in it more of freedom than they like, in fpeak'* 
ing or writing, fediiim or ireafon .• whereas, in reafon 
nothing ought to be fo termed, that does not imme- 
diately affeft the peace of the country. 

The charaders, or the lives, of perlbns in office, by 
whatever nanres they may be called, oijght not to be 
confidered in any other light than thofe of other indi- - 
viduals, under the prote^Hon of-thc fame laws. An 
attempt to take the Hfc of a king would never h:ive 
been conlidercd as hi'^h ireajon in Europe, if kings jiad 
not been confidered in a different light irom that of 
the fervants of the Public. Not but that the lives of 
all public officers, civil or military, even that of a ton.* 
^ilable, being of great importance to the tfociety, the 
crinic of taking them away is greater than that of the 
murder of private perfons ; but 11 ill it is a diffrrent 
thing from that of high treafon. Dut though it may 
be proper to guard the lives of public officers by fevere 
penal laws, there is no neceffity for fuch a defence of 
their charaBers^ or puhlie amduB ; becaufe they may 
be defended by the iame means i)y which they arc at- 
tacked. When a life is taken the niifchief is without 
remedy, but any injury done to a character may be re- 
paired. 
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Governors vainly endeavour to ward off impend- 
ing evils by im poling filence on their adverfaries. Ilil- 
tory (hews that no government ever derived any per- 
manent advantage from meafurcs of this kind. The 
kfi men have the liberty to fpeak^ the more they will 
think ; and they naturally fufpeft that what they are 
forbidden to examine will not bear examination. 

In no country was there ever lefs liberty of print- 
ing and publifhing than in France before the revoluti- 
on. When I was at Paris, in 1774, the tranilator of 
the firfl: vplume of my Experiment on jlir could not 

^ obtain leave to publifli the whole of my Preface, which 
contained fome free fentiments coucerning the general 
extenfion of knowledge. The infpe^or of the prefs 
deiired a friend to inform me, that he had not himfelf 
any objection to the publication ; but that the nature 
of his offiice was fuch, that it would be too hazardous 
for him to admit of it. 

But did this ftrictnefs prevent the revolution ? 
The freed publications were at the fame time circula- 
ted with the greateft induftry, and they were read 

• with avidity, and with tenfold effect, in coniequence 
of it* I'he fkme will be the cafe in every other country 
in which the fame meafures (hall be adopted ; fo that 
without pretending to any extraordinary means of 
prying into futurity, we may prcdi<fl, that the caufe 
of monarchy in England, and that of federal i/rn in this 
country 9 will be no gainers eventually by what their 
advocates are doing in this way 

I am^ &c. 

« Tiie tvtnt has abaadaatly jtt(Hfi«d this pre4i9i»n» 
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LETTER XI. 

t 

Of the Laws relating to Aliens^ and the Naturalization 

fif Foreigners* 

My Frierids and Kei^bbuurj^ 

ALL the laws refpecling aliens^ aod tho£s that are 
calculated to throw difficulties m the way of natural*' 
izatian^ have been, made fincc my arrival in the country^ . 
and I am far from feeing the wi£dom of them. Little 

did I tlien expect tluit, th()' I continued an iilicn, i 
Ihoiild not have the right: of a trial by fffrrj u liich your 
coiiilitution exprefsly gives to ail p^rjbm witkout ex- 
ceplion, i f 1 fliould be accufed of any crime ; whereas 
I now find that, not only without tl&e benefit of a 
jury, but chat even without a trkil^ or indeed any 
formal ^ra//^'//i^;?, your Prcfident may, of his own fuf- 
pkion only, fend me out of the country. And in this 
caie perfecf innocence is no iecurity i fince the belt of 
men are liable to prejudice, and open to falie in£or« 
mation* 

It IS not denied that thofe laws were intended to ex- 

cliuie from this country the friends ofliberty5opprobri- 
oullly eMcdydrohinSy Democrats^ ?ffr. emigrating from 
£urx>pe, a dclcription oi men in which I am proud 
to rank niyfelf. But confider the matter calmly, and 
fey whether you think the objeft worth fecuring 
by this means. What does this country, I do not fay 
the govcFfiors of it, but what docs t/je country., what do 
yourfchcs., gain by it ? You certainly do not now 
want people from Europe. Your population increa- 
fes faft enough without this additional fource ; but 
you want the money of Europeans, to clear your coun- 
try, and cultivate your lands, and you cannot expect 
the money without the men^ 
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Had tiiofe laws been made fix yc'.ir:^ ago, there 
would not have been an Engliihman in this place ; but 
though the makers^ and friends of the laws would not 
have been forry for this, can you fay the fame ? Have 
the proprietors of lands and honfes, have your arti- 
fans, and your labouring poor, derived no advantage 
from our rcfidcnce among you ? Have you not been 
benefited by the purchafes we have made, and the 
.punctuality of our payments ; and what is perhaps 
more than this, by the example of cur activity and 
induftry, which are habitual to Engliihmen i 

You fee, befides, that the dread of our politics^ 
which has been the caufe of all tliefe harili laws, is 
altoijetlier chimerical. Fur the En2:Hrii of this place 
are not more agreed on this fubject them you are 
yonrfelves. Several of us are as good federalifts as 
.•any of you, and none of us more violently demo* 
cratical than others of you. And the ^neraHty arc , 
men who quietly mind their bufinefs, without giving 
themfclves, or you, any trouble on the riibiecl. Very 
far ihouid i have been from writing theie expoftula- 
tory letters on the fubjeft of Politics, if I could have 
* beeji fuffered as' quietly ito follow the bufinefs of my 
library and laboratory, as they do that of their fcve- 
ral piofvflions. But to be held out as I have been 
for Teveral years as a dangerous per fon, on whom it 
behoves the governors of the country to keep a 
watchful eye, and perhaps to have been in a great 
m^eafure the caufe of the prevailing jealou(y of fo* 
reigncrs, and of the laws that are calculated to ex- 
clude them, has at length, though with much reluc- 
tance, led me to endeavour to undeceive voii. If I 
fucceed it will be to your advantage as weilavS mine. 
If not, things will only remain as they were before. 

Admitting the object of our adverfaries to be a pro- 
per one, I do not fee that they gain any advantage by 
renderin<T naturalization difiicult. It is not a man's 
being kept by force in the ftate of an alien that wiiLdii- 
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pofe him to think better of any country ; nor, if hi^ 
difpofition be hoftile to it, and he be chagrined by this 
fufpiciou oi him, will it be at ail the lefs in his power 
to do the iruCchicf that is apprehended from him. His 
being an ali&u does not prevent his ipeaking or wri- 
ting ; and by the ufe of his tongue, and his pen^ he 
has all the influence that his talents and activity can give 
him. All that you can take from him is his capacity 
for enjoying any civil office, which a Itranger, though 
naturalized, would not foon expe6l; and his fingle vote 
for any other perion to gain it is of tri&ing confe- 
quence among many thoufands. 

If the gro& abufe from which I have never been 
exempted ever fince my arrival in this country could 
liave made mc an enemy to it (which it by no means 
has done) was it not in my power to have written in 
your newipapers, or to have pubiiihed political pam- 
phlets, either anonymoully, or otherwife, asLibould 
have thought mod prudent, and by that means to have 
done as much mifchief as if I had been naturalized ? 

Where, then, is the wifdom of thefe mcaiures, 
which prevent the coming of valuable emigrants, fuch 
as you wifh to receive, and do not take from tboie 
that you diflike the power of injuring you i To make 
thefe meafures of any real ufe to thofe who are advo- 
cates for them, they ought to have been carried far- 
ther Aliens lliould not have been allowed the ufe of 
pen, ink and paper; or whatever they wrote, fliould 
have been iubjedt to the inipection of the officers of 
government. They ihould alfo have feen no compa** 
ny but in the preience of the fame officers. This be- 
ing underftood, the end would be effechially gained, 
by the voluntary retreat of all the aliens in the coun- 
try, and the prevention of the arrival of any more. 
The half meaiures you now take are calculated to do 
you more harm than good. 

What you fee of Engliihmen in this place, you 
may take for granted is equally true of thofe that are 
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fettled in clher parts of tlic continent. The gencraiity 
of them only wifh to be quiet ; and if they were 
otherwife difpoied, they are in no degree formidable, 
and the country derives advantage from their capital 
and their example, efpec^ally that of the Engliih 
farmers ; and fuch men are of the greateft importance 
in this agricultural country. 

But to find in America the f^rme maxims of govern- 
me|:it^ and the iame proceedings, from v/hich many 
of us |ied from Europe, and to be reproached as 
difturb^<:&' of government ibere^ and chiefly becaufe 
we did what the court of England will never forgive 
in favour of liberty here, is, we own, a great difap- 
pointment to us, eipecially as we cannot now return. 
Had Dr. Price himfelf, the great friend of American 
liberty in England, or Dr. Wren, with both of whom 
I zeatouflx &^ed in behalf of your prifoners, who 
muft otherwife have ftarved, and in every other way 
in which we could fafely ferve your caufe, becaufe 
we thought it the caufe of liberty and jujiice^ againft 
tyranny and oppreffton ; 1 fay, had either of thefe zealous 
and a ctive, and certainly, diiinterefied friends of Ame- 
rica, been now living, they would not have been more 
welcome here than myfelf; and they would have 
held up ilicir hands with aftonifhment to fee many of 
the old tories, the avowed enemies of your revolu- 
tion, in greater favour than themfelves. If in this 
you aft on the chridian principle of forgiving anil lov» 
ing your enemies^ for which, if they repent, you arc to 
be commended, you Ihould not forget your obliga- 
tions to old and Heady friends. 

The emigrants you wifti to exclude are thofe who 
might reafonably expedt to be the bcil received here, 
as moft likely to be attached to your government j be- 
caufe it is free from every thing that they complain 
of at home. Finding here no hereditary honours or 
powers, no church eftablifhment, few taxes, and thofe 
laid by the reprcfentatives of the people, freely cho- 
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fen, what could lead to afufpicion that perfons flying 
from what was in all x^t8i% the rcverfe of this in 
Europe ihould not be the bcft friends to the govern- 
meat here, 
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LETTER XIL 

Of the Fdicy of America with Re/ped U Fareiffi 

Nations. - # 

My Friends and Neighbours^ 

HAVING taken the liberty in the preceding letters^ 
to arraign the wifdbm of fome of the late meafures* 

of your government with refpeft to your home con- 
ccrns^ I ftiall proceed with the fame, I hope not or- 
fenfive, freedom, to (liy what 1 think of your conduft 
towards foreign nations; and with relpect to them I am 
' of opinion that you have done what your intereft re* 
quired you not to have done. 

While an alliance fubfifted between this country 
and France, which had given you material aflillance 
5n affcrting your independence, a treaty of amity as well ' 
as of commerce and navigation, fliould not, I think 
have been made with England without the knowledge, 
, if not the concurrence, of the French government.. 
And this being done while thofe countries were in a 
ftate of war, could not fail to give umbrage to France, 
efpecially as your arribariaclor, who negnciat-d the trea- 
ty, was oilenkbly fcnt for a very different purpoie, viz. . 
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to demand fatisfaftion for injuries received from En- 
gland. In this proceeding 1 lee nothing of theiairnefs 
and/opennefs that I fliould have expefted from a re- • 
publican government. 

The French government, however, refented this 
conduct more than reafou and true policy required ; 
and though it might have been expected that, it friend 
Ihip was really intended, a perfon iiippoied to be friend- 
ly to them would have been fent to negociate with them^ 
they had no right to rejed any perfons in whom this ' 
Country put confidencei 

The French government, alfo, following the ex- 
ample of England, was much to be blamed for their ' 
conduit to this country, and to the neutral nations in 
general. And when your coafts were infulted, and 
your vefiels cabtured almoft in the mouths of your har- 
bours, you did right, I think, to proteft your proper* 
ty, and repel that violent agccreflion. But this nn'ght 
have been done without making it a national quarrel, 
by allowing the merchants to defend their property^ 
which they would have done at no great cxpencej and 
this would have been defrayed in the beft manner by 
an advance of the price df their goods. But to build ^ 
navies, and clpccially to raife {landing armies, on ac- 
count of any apprchenfion you could reafonably have 
from France, a country fo diilant, and which could 
not have any imaginable motive for quarrelling with 
;i^ou, was, in my opinion, the wildeft policy, and put- 
ting the country to a great expence for nothing, if not 
woric than nothing. For one writer on the lide of 
your government in the Philadelphia Gazette for Oc- 
tober 19, fays that the army was intended to overawe, 
or fupprefs, the democrats* If this be true (and this 
writer has better means of information than I have) 
it is a declaration of war againft thofe who difapprove 
the late meafuics.* 

• The writer of this remarkable paper fays, " Though France cr 
Kigaud ihonid not invade us^ we bave^ nevcrthclefs* all the hod of 
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Though I honour your Prefident for his frank and 
open conduct, the reverie oi that of the crafty politici- 
an, which I coniider as one of the moft dcteftable of 
human charaAers, I could not approve of hisunnecef* 
fary and inceflant, not to fay unjuft, invciHvcs againft 
the French government. It was in my opinion un- 
' becoming a wife ftatefman, and muft render a recon- 
ciliation with France (which is certainly a very defira-^ 
ble objeA) more d'i^cuk than it would otherwife be, 
during his prelidency; unlefi the French direAory 
have more temper and prudence than we can reafona- 
biy expect. 

• All this, you will lay, is nothing more than com- 
mon place party politics. But if I have nothing hct^ 
ter, what rauft I fay ? You wifli I fuppofe, to know 
xny fentiments, and they are fuch as I have to oHer on 
a fubjeft which has agitated the minds of aD the citi* 
zens of the United States, However, I fliall now 
proceed to obfervations that are not fo very trite, and 
indeed ahnoil peculiar to myfelf. 

If any country in the world be fo iituate d as to be 
- capable of deriving advantage from all nations, and 
of receiving injury from none of them, it is furely 
this* The native Indians being out of the queftion, 

" internal enemies to keep down. What can do it fo effedually as a 
" good body oi troops ? — To keep thieves otF, have a gun or a Iword 
" at your bed fide. To keep traitors, united Iriftimen, and French- 

men in awe, have feme troops ready to repel the firft invaders, to 
*' cruih the fir/l rihngs and iediiions. An ounce of prevention is 

worth a tun of remedy."— 
MiHtanr ibice» tbejr teU us, ia Ibmetimes abuied. What power 
** is not ?' Civil power ceruinly is. But a miliury force more fre- 
w qne'Dtty turni againft its employers than it betrays or reprefTes liber** 

ty. That is» indeed^ a ftrong argument againft nfing it. Bat re- 
" mote dangers are to be difregarded when greater are imminent. 
« Jacobins are to be kept out of the army and militia. Government 
«* mufl life its heft couri^e and vit^'lance.*' 

" plain truth, like this, is not to oe expelled from men in Congrefs, 
** or general courts. This is no goo<^ reaion svhy it fhould not be told 
" b/ other honed men, nor why huneil mea iliouid rejed ic." 
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as having no power to hurt you, all that you can * 

have in contemplation are the fever al powers of Eu- 
. rope, generally, and efpecially at this time, in a ftate 
of war with each other. But as it is the interell of 
them all to be upon good terms with this country, 
it is very eafy for l:his country to be upon ^ood terma 
• with them, without taking any part in their quarrels* 
As this nation wants no territory belonging either 
to France or England, the two great rival nations of 
Europe, and they have no vifibie intereft in coveting 
any thing belonging to this, no natural caufe of holU^ 
lity can exift with refped to either of them. Every 
poffible difference muft relate to commercial inter* 
courfe. But if regard to profit and lofs be the leading 
principle in all traniaclions of a commercial nature, 
the protection of commerce can never be a juftifiable 
caufe of war ; becaufe, whatever be the iilue of 
national hoftility, the lofs muft far exceed the amount • 
of all the poffible gain. It is the part of wifdom, therf • 
fore, to bear a fnialler lofs, rather than endeavour to 
repair it, with the certainty of incurring a greater. 

As to mere infidt.^^ there is more dignity in dit 
piling than in relenting them. No expreilions of con* 
tempt can jufiify a war between nations, any 
more than it will juftify duels between individuals* 
In both cafes alike it is the conduA of men governed 
by paflion rather than by reafon, by a princi^ilii of falfe 
honor, rather than the true one« 

I» as ft democrat and an enemy to ftanding arn^ies, thank the wri- 
ter of this paper, and alfo the perfon who introdocedi the extra£li 
from it into the Ntrthumhrland Gazette ef Nev* ^ for this frank 
commttmcation. When perfons in office will not, as this writer fays, 
fpeak out, and tell their whole meaning* we are obliged to their 
friends for doing it for them, T wifh this paper may be copied intb 
every Newfpaper in the United States ; as 1 am confident it \a'0uI4 do 
more towards opening the eyes of the people with refpe^t to the late 
meafurcs of the government, than all our writing. And if this be 
done, there will be noLtung to apprehend either from fedition laws, 
or ftanding armies. The talifman will be* broken^ and the caiUe> 
with all its terrific apparatus^ will vaniih at once. • 
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* All the intercour£e you can want ^th any foreign 
nation is, as I have obferved, a commercial one ; and 

the idea ci commerce is very fiiiiplc. It confifts in 
nothing more than the exchange of one commodity 
tor another. If any thing that you have be of le& 
value to you than it is to a foreign nation, and any 
thing that they have be of more value to you than it 
is to them, it is for the benefit of both countries to 
exchange the one lor the other. Bui the means, or 
the mode, In which this exchange is made is not the 
commerce. A third nation might be the carrier of 
the different commodities from the one to the other. 

If the merchants of either of the two countries un* 
dertake this bufinefs, it is foreign to what is properly 

their own ; and if, in any Iituatit^n of iialionai ailairs, 
there be peculiar hazard in this bufinefs, thofe who 
undertake it ougiit to lay their account with that 
hazard before they enc^aj^e in it, as perfons who un* 
dertake any other kind of bufinefs do with refyclk tq 
theirs. • And whatever lofs is incurred by it, it will 
not iaii upon them, but upon their cuftomcrs. For 
in all cafes the conlumer is the perfon who pays every 
expcnce attending the raifing ,or the tranfport. of the 
commodity that he putchafes. . I 

If any number of perfons enfure the fafety of fhips 
atfc a, they expefi to be gainers by that undertaking, 

wcii as the merchant by his, or the farmer by his ; 
and the merchant will not fail to charge the price of 
the mfurance to his cuftomers. Is it not far better, 
then, to let things go on in this natural train, in 
which the only inconvenience is that, during this 
ftate of things, the conf^mer will pay a little mor^ 
than uiaal for his commodity, than to defend this 
particular branch of bufinefs by involviag the nation 
in a war ? ' 

Exclufive of all confideration of the horrors of 
war to which ftatefmen in general give little atten^ 
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(don^ it were far better^ that is, fzr lefs expcnfive, for 
the nation to pay for all the lofi» by a direft tax; but 

much beLtcr Itill, if the ri(k of lols be very great, to 
fuipend that branch of bulinefs altogether. Others, 
who can do it at a leis rilk, will be re;idy enough to 
undertake it \ and the competition of nations, and 
of merchants, i^ fhchy that the country will be lerv- 
ed as well, and as cheaply, as the ftate of things will 
bear. While the fea remains open to all nations, we 
need not fear wanting any thing that other nations 
pan fupply us with. Allowing this to be an evil, or 
anundefirable ftate of things, it cannot be of any 
lon^ cmitinuance. After this things will return to 
their natural ftate, and the merchants may undertake 
the carrying trade, in addition to iheir proper bulinefs, 
as before. 

But if navies muft be built and manned for the 
lake of protecting this particular branch of bulinefs, 
and what is a neceilary confequence, if hoftiiities muft 
be engaged in firft at fea, and then by land ; and if 
ambafl'adors muft be maintained at foreign courts, 
which is another confequence of the fame fyfteci, for 
one dollar that the former fyftcm would require, this 
will require a thoufand, to fay nothing of the intri- 
cacy of foreij^n politics, and the lives that will be 
loft in war. The kingdom of China a£b upon the 
fyftem that I wi(h to recommend. That country has 
an extenlive commerce with all the world, but it em- 
ploys few {hips of its own, it has no rcfident ambaffa- 
dor ac any foreign court, and it has no wars on ac- 
count of commerce* 

The merchant, or rather the carrier of mercandife 
from port to port, will fay, that as he follows a lawful 
occupation^ he ought to be protecled ia it. But then 
every other perfon whole occupation is lawful has the 
fame plea for a reimburiement of his loiies ; for exam- 
ple the farmer, the manufaSurcr, &c. Do they not 

all lay their account with the accidents to which their 

«»• ..." 
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feveral profefHons are liable, and charge their cuftom^ 
ers accordingly ? 

If the farmer ihould apply to Congrefs for indeni- 

nificatioii of his loires by ilorms, drought, or inlccls, 
would he not be told that he knew his undertaking to 
be fubjed to all thole accidents, that it was his bu(i- 
nefs, and not theirs, to guard againft them as well as 
he could^ and that he might indemnify faimfelf by the 
advanced prices of fuch produfts as he was able to 
raife? And fhould not the Clipper of goods, and the 
infurers, be content with a fimilar anivver to their 
complaints, whether of lofies by pirates, privateers 
'of other nations, &c. &c. as well as by Ihipwrecks. 
AU thefe ihould be equally coniidered as accidents^ to 
which, in a particular ftate of things, they knew 
their undertaking to be liable, as much as the farmer 
was apprifed of the danger of bad feafons. 

They might farther be told, that it would be the 
extreme of folly, and injuftice, in the reprefentatives 
of the nation, to involve it in a ftate of war, for the 
recovery of any lum they could have loft by the cer- 
tain expenditure of a hundred times as much j befides 
hazarding the flifety of the whole ftate. 

it follows from thefe principles, that if any indem- 
nification be procured from a foreign nation for the 
unjuft feizing of Ihips and merchandize, the perfons 
entitled to it are not the merchants or the infurers of 
merchandife. For, as a body, they arc fulUciently 
indemnified already, their buiinefs having been on 
the whole a gainful one, even in time of war ; but 
thofe who have indemnified them by giving an ad- 
vanced price for their goods. And as it is impoffible 
to find thefe perfons, who are the only fufferers, the 
money fhould go to the pubUc treafury, for the alle- 
viation of the public burdens. 

The body of merchants not being numerous, and 
eafily uniting for their common intereft, can bring 
their complaints in a plauiible form before the legif- 
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lature; and by means of their intereft wtth the 
members may procure what is not theirdue ; where- 
as the purchafers of their goods have no fuch ad- 
vantage. They are infinitely more numerous, they 
are difperfed over the whole country, and few 
of them are acquainted with thole who have influence 
in public affairs ; and therefore their complaints are 
not heard, nor are they fufficiently attended to. " 

It is hoped, however, that their fituation will in 
time be better underRood, and that the only relief 
that can be given will be afforded them. It was an 
excellent maxim frequently inculcated by my friend 
Dr. Jebby that truth ancTright will finally prevail^ and 
that no good effort h ever wholly lojl^ and I am as confi« 
dent of it in this cafe, as in any other, remote as the 
juft view of it may now be f rom the apprehenfion of 
the generality. On this important fubjecl: of P^//- 
iical Arithmetic^ I would recommend the EJays of Mr* 
Cooper^ who independently of me adopted the iame 
principles, and has enforced them in his excellent 
manner. 

A nation conducting its affairs on thcfe maxims, 
defending its territory by a well difcipliped militia^ re- 
moniirating againii injuries from, other nations, but 
never revenging them, and withal ading juftly and 
generoufly on 2l occafions, could not fail to be ref- 
peAed, and would not be fubjeft to many infuks. - It 
would iniurc the invaluable bleffmgof peace. It would 
employ its hands, and its capital, in the improvement 
of the country, in making bridges, roads, and navi- 
gable canals, ih encouraging fcience, agriculture, and 
manufadures. It would contraft no debts, and have 
occafion for few taxes ; and thereforecould not hil to 
flourifh more than any country has ever yet done. 

When I once took the liberty to throw out thefe 
hints to the Prefident, to whom they were not new, 
he quoted the authority of iomeperfon which! do not 
recolle&» who faid that a nation that could aA on 
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^ fuch itiaxiitts would command the world P\ 1 doubt 
not it foon would ; and there 1$ a Nation now under 

the difcipline of providence dcftined for this great pur- 
pofe. It is to govern the world in pe^ce, when na- 
iim will no more rife up ogainji nation, and* when they uill 
learn war m more. This happy ftate of things is dif- 
tinAly announced in the prophecies of fcripture, fo 
that no chriftian can have any doubt with rdped: td 
it ; and the prefent appearance of things in the old 
world is fuch as leads me to expect that it vjill take 
place at no very great diftance of time. It is, howe- 
ver, according to the lame prophecies, to be preceded 
by a feafon of uncommon oilafliity fuch as there never 
itaas fin€0 there was a nation (Dan* xii. i.) and efpecially 
by the deftru£tion of men in war, which we now fee a- 
bundantly verified ; but the hnal iffue is to be moft 
glorious and happy. It will be what is in the prophe- 
cies called the kingdom of heaven, a ftate of rightewfneji . 
and peace* With refped to tbis^ I iaid fome years a« 
go, what I ihall repeat, and conclude with now4 
May this kingdom of God, and of Chrift, that which 
I conceive to be intended in the Lord's prayer^ ful- 
ly come, though all the kingdoms of the world bt 
" removed to make way for it." 

Hoping to have no occafion to trouble you with an/ 
more Letters of this kind, I am, with my wiflxes and 
prayers for your temporal and eternal welfore^ 

My Friends and Njsighbours, 

Tours finccrely^ 

J. PRIESTLEY* 
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P. S. Finfiine that it is generally reported among 
thofe who call tnemfclvcs Federalifis^ that Mr.' Cooper 

writes as prompted, or fupportcd, by me, I think it 
right to obferve, that th«y who believe this knoNV iio* 
thing of Mr. Cooper, or of me. Every thing that he 
has written has been wholly independent of me. He 
is not a man that requires to be prompted, or fuppot t- 
ed, by any perfon. Though I was frequently in his 
comp any during the publication of his Elfiys, 1 never 
faw one of them, nor do I diftinftly recolleft even 
heiring him mention the iubjed of any of them^ be« 
fore their publication* ' * * * * 



MAXIMS 

O F 

POLITICAL ARITHMETIC, ' 

applied to the cafe of the United States of America y firfl 
publijhed in the Aurora^ for February a6 aiid 179b.* 
(By a Quaker in FoUtia*J 

AN idea of the true intereft;i of any country is per* 
haps moft eafily formed by fu^spofing it to be the pro« 

perty of one perfon, who would naturally wiflx to de- 

* Some of the leading featiments in this paper are the fame widi 
thofc in the preceding Letters : but they could not well IcftOHt^ 
aud i think them of iuHideai importance to be repeated. ^ 
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tive the greateft advantage from it, and wlio would 
therefore, Liy out his capital in fuch a manner as to 
make it the moft productive to him. An attention to 
thefeparate and difcordant intereftsof different chiffcs 
of men, is apt .to difirad: the mind : but when all thf 
people arc confidered as members of one family, who 
can be difpofed of, and employed, as the head of it 
fliall direcl, for the common benefit, tliat caufe of 
embarrailnient is removed. 

To derive the greateft advantage from any country 
it will be neceflary that attention be paid, in the Aril 
place, to the tirants of nature, and to raife from it, 
in the greateft quantity and pcrie(5tion, fuch produc- 
tions as are neceilarv to feed and clothe the iniiabitaiit<:, 
and to provide them with habitations, in order to 
guard them agalnft the inclemency of the weather ; 
and after this iuch as are of ufe to their niore eomfor^ 
. table accommodation^ and the ^fupply of artificial 
wants. ■ 'I 

If any country be completely infulatcd, or cut off 
from all communication with other countries, it will 
be neceffary to raife aiithofe articli^s within itfelf ; but 
when a communiciltibn is ""oj^enra with t)ther^ coun- 
tries, the proprietor will do well to give his whole at- 
tention to thofc produ^lions which his own country 
can beft yield, and exchange the furplus for fuch ar- 
ticles as other countries can better fupply him with^ 
For by that means, his labour will be employed to the 
moft advantage. for exampte,r it woiiid enipldy 
him a month to go through all tne proceffes which are 
' neceffary to make a piece of cloth, .when the efi'cct of 
the labour of a week in his hufbandry would enable 
Jiim to purchafe that, cloth, it will be better for him to 
confine himfeif, to his hufbandry, and buy his cloth; 
beiides that^ jiot- making it his.iblCibuliae^y he wpul4 
not, with any labour, make it fo well. And now that 
a communication by fea with all parts of the world is 

lb well eftablifned, that it may be depended upon that 

♦ . . . ' •' ' ? 

■ - ' • t 
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whatever any country wants another can fupply it , 
with, to the advantage of both, this exchange may be 
inade with little interruption, even by wan 

Commerce confiils in the exchange of the commo* 
dities of one country for thofe of another; and as this, 
like any other bufinefs, will be pcrtoiined to the nioft 
advantage by perfons who give their whole attention 
to it, and who are called merchants^ it will be moll 
coavenient, in general, that this be done by theni, . 
rather than by thofe who employ themfelves in railing 
the produce. The bufinefs of conveying the produce 
of one country to another is a difTerenr thins^ from 
merchandife. Thofe who employ Ihips for tliis pur- 
pofe, are paid tor their trouble by the freight of their . 
veflels, while the merchant lubfills from what he gains 
by the exchange o£ commodities. 

What is generally termed a8ive commerce is that 
wliieh is carried on by the natives of any country in 
fhlps of their own, conveying their produce to other 
countries, and bringing back theirs in return \ and 
that is called pajjlve commerce which is carried on at 
home, people of other countries bringing their com. 
modities, and taking back what they want in ex-* 
change for them. The qu mtity of proper com- 
merce, or merchandifc, is the fime in both thefe 
cafes. All the diiflereuce conlilts in the employment 
given to the carriers, and the (hipping, of the differ* 
ent countries. 

While the communication with other countries by/ 
fea is open, it cannot be for the interefl: of any coun- 
try, either to impole duties on o;oods brought into it, 
or to give bounties on thofe that are exported : be- 
caufe, by both thefe means, the people are made to 
pay more than they otherwife would do for the fame 
benefit. In both cafes the price of the goods muft 
be advanced. He who pays the duty will be refund- 
ed at Icaft, by the perfons who purdiafe the commo- 
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dity, arici the bounty to the vender muft be paid by 
a tax on all the inhabitants. 

It is, no doubt, the intereft of any particular clafi 
of perfons to extend their buiinefs, and thereby in- 
creafe their gains. But if their fellow citizens pay 
more in the advanced price of what they purchafe 
than their gain amounts to, the community is a lofcr ; 
and if it be equal, one clafs is made to contribute to 
the maintenance of another, when all have an eij^ual 
natural right to the fruits of their own labour* 

For the iamc reafon, if^ on any account, the con- 
veyance of goods from one country to another be at- 
tended with more lofs than gain, the perfon in whoie 
hands was the property of the whole would difconti-. 
nue that branch of bufinefs, and employ his capital in 
fome other way, or rather let it remain unprodu^ve 
than employ it to a certain lofs. 

Thefe maxims appear to me to be incontrovertU 
ble in the abftraft. What then may be learned from 
them with refpcct to thb country, iituated as it now 
is ? 

Without inquiring into the caufe» which is no part 
of my. objeA, it is a fad, that the conveyance of 
oods, or the carrying trade of this country, which 
as generally been taken up by the merchants^ though 

it is no neeeflary branch of their bufinelD, is peculiar- 
ly hazardous, and of courfe expeniive. This ex- 
pence the country at large mull pay, in the advanced 
price of the goods purchafed. In this ftate of things 
It has alfo been found neeeflary to fend ambafiadors 
to diftant countries, in order to remove the fuppof-p 
ed caufc of the difficulty, which is attended with 
another expence. It has likcwife been thought ne- 
eeflary to build fhips of war for the purpofe of pro- 
teding this carrying trade ; and if this be done to any 
effed, it muft be attended with much more expence. 

I do not pretend to be able to calculate the exigence 
occalioned by any of ihefe circumftanccs j but tlic 
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amotint of all the three, viz. the additional price to the 
carrier to indemnify him for his rifque, the expence 
of ambalTadors, and that of fitting out ihips of war, 

I cannot help thinking muft be much more tha^ all 
* the profit that can be derived from llie carrying trade; 
and if fo, a perfon who had the abfolute command of 
ail the Ihipping, and all the capital, of the country, 
lirould fee it to be his intereft to lay up his (hips for 
the prefent, and make fome other ufe of his capitaL 
And as the greateft part of the country is as yet un- 
cleared, and there is a great want of roads, bridges 
and canals, the ufe of which would lufiiciepily repay 
him for any fums laid out upon them, and they 
would not fail to contribute to the improvement 
of the country, which I fuppofc to be his eftate, he 
would naturally lay out his fuperiiuous capital on 
thefe great objects. The cxpence of building one 
man of war would fullice to make a bridge over a 
river of coniiderable extent, and (which ought to 
be a ferious confideration) the morals of labourer! are 
much ' better preferved than thofe of feamen; and 
cfpecially thofe of foldiers. 

Another great advantage attending this conduft is, 
that the country would be in no danger of quarrel- 
ling with any of its neighbours, and thereby the ha- 
zard of war, which is neceflarily attended with in- 
calculable evils, phyiical and moral, would be avoid- 
ed. 1 o make this cafe eafier to myfelf, I would confi- 
dcr injuries done by other nations, in tlie fame light 
as lofles by hurricanes or earthquakes ; and without; 
indulging any refentment, i would repair the damage 
' 4IS well as V could. I would not be angry where anger 
could anfwer no good end. If one nation affront 
another, the people would do beft to take it patiently, 
and content themfelves with making rcmonltrances. 
There is the trueft dignity in this conduct ; and un- 
provoked injuries would not often be repeated, as the 
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injurious nation would foon find that it gained neither 
credit nor advantage by fuch behaviour. 

This is the cafe with independent individuals, and 
why fhould it be othcrwife with independent nations? 
Rafli and hafty men, llaiuiing on what they fancy to 
ht honour^ are ever quarrelling, and rloin^^- themielves, 
as well as others, infinitely more miicliict than could 
poflibly arife from behaving with Chriftian meeknefs 
and forbearance. In fad, they aft like children, who 
have no command of their painons, and not like'nfien, 
governed by reafon. In this calculation, peace oi: 
mind J which is prclcrved by the meek, and loll by 
the quarreliome, is a very important article. 

It will be faid, that merchants, having no other 
occupation than that of fending goods to foreign 
countries, by which their own is benefited, have a 
right to the protection of their country. But wh it is 
the rule of right in this, or any other cafe? It mull l^c 
regulated by a regard to'the good of the whole ; and 
if the country receive more injury than benefit by 
any branch of bulinefs^ it ought to be difcontinued ; 
and thofe who engage in any bufinefs, ihould lay their 
account with the nique to which it is cxpolcd, as 
much as the farmer with the nf([ue of bad iealons, 
for which his country makes him no indemnification, 
though his employment is as beneficial to it as that of 
the merchant. 

If, therefore, in thefe circumftances of extraordi- 
nary hazaiJ, any pcrfon vvili ion J his goods tofea, it 
fliouldbc at his own rifque : and the country, which 
receives more injury than advantage from it, and 
whofe peace is endangered by it, Ihould not indem- 
nify him for any lofs. Let him, however, be fully 
apprifed of this ; and if he will perfift in doing a$ he 
has done, the confcqucnce is to himfclf, and his 
couijtiy is not implicated in it. 

This is a country which wants nothing but peace y 
and an attention to its natural advantages, to make 
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}t iTiCft flniirlfiilng nnd refpcctablc : and wanting the 
nianufaaurts of other countries, its fricndfliip will 
be courted by thpm all, on a^ccount of the advantage 
Jthey will derive from an interconrfc with it. Other 
countries being fully peppied, the inhabitants mt^ ap- 
ply to manufactures ; and where can they find fuch a 
inarkct as this piuit ncccfllirily be ? And on account of 
the rivalfliip nnd competition which there will be 
among theui, the people gf this country cannot fail to 
be fervcd in the chpapeft inanner by them all. . This 
will be independent pf all their politics, with which 
this country has nothing to do. But if, by endea- 
vouring to rival any of theni in naval power Twhich 
will only refcmbie the frofr in the fable endeavouring 
to fweli iifelf to tii^ fize of the ox) it excites their 
jealoufy, and this country fliould join any one of 
them againfi any other, it will certainly not only lofe 
the advantage it rnight derive from the trade of that 
country, bur pay dcai lj lur ils ioily? by the cviib oi a 
llate of warfare. ' • ■ - • 

What feems to be more particularly Impolitic in 
this country, as ii^ fuiting the ftate of it, is the dji^ty 
on the importation of books, whic^ are fp much want- 
ed, and which even great en'cour;igement could not 
produce iicrc. Is it at ail probable that luch works as 
the Greek and Latin clafilcs, thofe of the chriftian Fa- 
thers,- thej^olyglott Bible, the Phiiofophical Tranf- 
aAions, or the Memoirs of the Academy of Sciences, 
&c* &c. will, in the time of our great grand cbiidren 
be printed in the United States ? and yet there is a hea- 
vy duly on their importation ; and for cvci y priiiler, 
or maker of paper for printing, there are, no doubt, 
feveral thoufandpurch^fers of books, all of whom are 
taxed for their advantage. ' la thefe circumfiances, it 
were furely . better to nave more cultivators of the 
ground, and fewef printers. ^ - 
, When I (ee at what cxpence ambaffadors arefent to 
foreign ^nd diftant countries, with which this coun- 
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try has little or no intercourfe ; and when it 5s very 
problcnuitical whether in any cafe, they have not done \ 
more harm than good, and think what folid advan- 
tage might be derived from half the expence in fend- 
ing out men of fcience for the purpofe of purcfaafing 
works of Ktcrature and philofophical inftruments, of 
which ail the univerfities and colleges of this country 
are mo[l dilf^racefully deftitute ; and that the expence 
of one of the three irigates would have iupplicd all of 
them with telefcopes equal to that of Dr. Herfchell, and 
other philofophical inftruments in the fame great ft yle, 
to the immortal honour of any adminiftration, I la- 
ment that the progrefs of national wifdoui fhould be 
fo flow, and that our country profits fo little by the 
experience and the folly of others. The Chineie never 
had refident ambafradofs in any country, and what 
country has flouriihed more than China? 

A foreigner travelling in the interior part of this 
country, and finding the want of roads, bridges and 
inns, wonders that things of fuch manifefl utility . 
fhould not have more attention paid to them, when he 
feoS'that great fums are raifed and expended on objeds^, 
the ufe of which is at beft very doubtful. And meil 
of letters coming to refidc here, find their hands tied 
up. Books of literature arc not to be had, and philo- 
fophical inftruments can neither be made nor pur- 
chafed, ^very thing of the kind muU be had from 
Europe, and pay a duty on importation. 

But all this may be (hort fighted fpeculation $ an4 
it may be, nay I doubt not it is, better for the world at 
large, that its progrefs fhould not be fo rapid ; that a 
longdate of infancy, childhood and folly, fhould pre- 
cede that of manhood and true wiidc^m ; and that vices, 
which will fpring up in all countries, are better check- 
ed by the calamities x>f war than by reafon and phiio- 
fophy. 

It may be the wife plan of Providence, by means 
of the folly of man, to involve this country in the 
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vorlcx of European politics, and the mifery of Euro- 
pean wars ; and to prevent the importation of the 
means of knowledge till a better ufc would be made of 
them. Nations make flower advances in wifdom than 
individual men, in fome proportion to their longer 
duration. But what they acquire at a greater ex- 
pence, they retain better ; fo that, 1 doubt not, there 
is much wifdom in this part of the general conititu- 
tion of things. ' - ' 

A flranger is apt to wonder that political animofity 
fhould have got to fo great a height in this country, 
when all were lb lately united in their conteft with a 
common enemy ; and that their enmity, which can- 
not be of lon{T (bndinf^, fhould be as inveterate as in 
theoldeii countries, where pa^^ties have fubHiied time 
immemorial. But it may be the defigu of Providence^ 
by this mieans, to divide this widely extended country 
into fm<«ller States, which fliall be at war with each 
other, that by their common fufferings their coniiiion 
vices m^y be corrected, and thus lay a foundation for 
the folid acquiiitiou of wifdom ; which will^be more 
valued in confequence of having been more dearly 
bought in fome future age. 

Divided as the people of this country are, fome in 
favour of France, and others of England, I fliould not 
much wonder, if the deciiion of the govcrximent in 
favour of either of them ihould be the cauie of a civil 
war. But even this, the moft calamitous of all events, 
would promote a greater agitation of men's minds, and 
be a more effectual check to the progrefs of luxury,^ vice, • 
and iolly, than any other mode of difcipline, and at 
the fame time that it will evince the folly of man, may 
difpiay the wiidom of Him wh« ruietb in ttK kingdoms 
Qfjneuj and who appoints for all nations fuch govern- 
ments, and fuch governors, as their ilatje, and that of 
other countries connefted with them, really requires, 
Pharaoh occupied as important a itatioa in the plan of 

Divine Providence, as king David, though called a 

^ : N 
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tnan after Goffs own bearf. For his wife and excdieot 

purpoics, the one was as neceflary as the other. 

Many lives, no doubt, will be loft in war, civil or 
foreign \ but men mull die \ and if the deiiruction of 
one generation be the meain? of producing another 
which ihall be wifer and better, the goed ynSX exceed 
the evil, great as it may be, and greatly to be deplored^ 
ab all evils eught tu be. ' ' 

A ftranger naturally expects to find a greater fim- 
pUcity of manners, and more virtue, in this mwcoun" 
iry^ 4$ it is called, than in the old ones. But a nearer 
acquaintance with it, will conyince him, that, confider- 
ing how eafily fubfiften'ce is procured here, and confe- 
quently ho v. t-ew incitements there are to the vices of 
the lower clalies efpecially, there is lefs virtue as well as 
leis knowledge, than in moft of the countries of £u« 
rope^ In many parts of the United States there is a!' 
io ief^ religion^ at leaft of a rational and iifeful kind. 
And wtiete there is no fenfc of religion, no fearbf God, 
or rcfpect to a future llatc, there will be riO good mo- 
rals that can be depended upon. - Laws may reftraln 
the exceiTes of vice, but they cajinot ifnpart the prin* 
ciples of virtue. 

* Infidelity has knade great progrefs in France, through 
^11 the continent of Europe, and alfo in England ; but 

J much queiiion whether it be n(U ?is great in Ameri- 
ca; and the w^ant of information in the people at lars^e, 
makes thoufands of them the dupes of luch fliallow 
writings as tbofe of Mr. Paine, and the French unbe- 
lievers, feveral-of which are tranllated and publifted 
here ; and either through want of 'fcrttowledge, or of 
^eal, little or nothing is done by the fiieiidsof Reve- 
lation, to ftop the baneful torrent. 

All this, however, I doubt not, will appear to have 
|>een ultimately for the beft. Let temperate and wi(e 
poien forwairn the coutitry of its danger, and, as they 
are in duty bound, endeavour to prevent, or alleviate, 
fevili) of every kind. Their conduct will meet the ap- 
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probation of the great Governor of the univerfe; and^ 
in all events, He, whofe will no foreign power can con- 
trol, being the true and benevolent parent o(: all the 
human race^ will prdvide for the haji^inefs of bis off* 
spring ill the moft effeSbiial manner^ though, to out 
imperfeft underftanding, the fteps which lead to it be 
incomprehenfible. We muft not dor evil that good 
may come, becaufe our underftanding is finite, and 
therefore we cannot be furc that the good we intend 
will cotne; But the Divine Being, whofe forefight is 
Unerring, continually a^ls upon chat maxim, and, atf 
we fee, to the greateft advantage. 



A Letter ii a Friend tn Paris: 

« D£AR SlR^ 

t , - . . . 

YOU, who know me lo well ds you do, will be not a little 
iurprifcd to lee the account thut Mr. Liancoiut has givtii nf 
tne in his Travels tbrougb the North American States^ and 
will wifh to knoM^ what I have to fay to it: 

He reprefents me as *^ having come to this countrr to eri- 
** joy that high celebrity and diilintlion >s ]iich was promiied 
*^ me by ionic flattering Iricnds. In "this," he fi\'s, " I was 
" completclv deceived ; and that on this account I removed 
*' to this diilant part of the countr^- ^ that the pcrlecutcd uni- 
" tarians were to join and rally under mv banner, in n fettle- 
" ment in which I was to enjoy a diflingailhed protedion on 

the part of the American government,, and to fecure me a 
" name, as the chief of the fe61;, and founder of the colony.'^ 

" My friends in Philadelphia, he fays, folicited for me 
** the profeiforfldip of chemiftry in the college ; but that this 

was far beneath my expediattons^ and that of my family i 
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and in fine« that it became neceffary for the prefervaticm of 
my celebrity in Europe to withdraw from the fcene.'* 
He alfo fays that ^ I frequently laugh at the world, but in 
a manndr that clearly appears not to be from my heart*'^ 

He adds that I was bufy mthe inflitution of a college, and 
that'' (according to the £ngli(h tranflator, for it is not fo in 

^e French) feven thoufand acres had been affigned me as a 

** free gift."* 

£vei;y ardcle of this account muft have come either from 
Mr. Liancourt's own imagination, or the information of per- 
sons who ignorandy or wilfulhr deceived him; for there is 
no truth in any part of it. If 1 may be believed, and thofe 
who know me better than Mr. Liancourt can do, will not quef* 
tion what I fay, I had no flattering friend to promife me the 
high celebrity he fays I came to enjoy, nor have I been at all 
difappointed in my views with refpe6l to this country. In- 
deed, if I had the high celebrity that he fpeaks of in Europe, 
I' could hardly have been very anxious about any addition to 
it from America. 

' I came to Northumberland to be hear to a fettlement that 
had been projedted for a number of Englilhmen, but not par- 
ticularly for unitarians. It is a full proof of this, that of thofe 
who were feledled to judge of the lands, and carry the fcheme 
into execution, only my fon was of the fame reJigious perfua- 
fion with myfelf. Though this fcheme was abandoned, my 
wife and I liking this place, wc determined to fettle here, 
before I heard any thing of the profeflbrfliip of chemiftry. 
If any friend folicited this place for me I am to this day igno- 
rant of it. It was offered to me bv an unanimous vole of the 
trullees of the Univerfity, but I did not accept of it, l^ecaui'c 
I did not want the emulumcnts of it, and it would have in- 

• A writer in the Philadelphia GaTcette f.ivs, that the prefident(h?p 
of this college was inicaatd as a proviliun ibr me, ai Uie lame time, 
chara&crizing me by feme opprobrious appellation in tlieilyle of Pe« 
ter Porcttpiiie> bat which I do not now recoiled^. Bat it is well 
kaown thaK I andertook to dtfcharge the dades of this office and to 
jgfive leAures gratis, as I had done at the New College in Hackney, 
near to which I relided in England. In truth, I expededmuch trou- 
ble, and bat Utde thanks, for my pains. But after five years of ef- 
forts or t-lic part of the friends of this inftitution, nothing has hitherto 
been done beyond the cre^lion of a fiicll of a building, the expenceof 
which is not yet defrayed ; and it does not appear probable that niy 
fervices will be called for while I ihall be capable of giving thejn. 
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terfered with the leifure which I did want for my various 
purfuits. 

That Mr. Liancourt, or any other perfon, ever heard me 
" Liiigh at the world" is abfohitely falfe. No perfon living, 
I am perfuadcd, is better fatisfied with the world, and the 
dirpenlations of the great author of it, and efpecialh' his own 
lot in it, than I am ; and for the truth of this I c:;n fafelv ap- 
peal to ever s per] on who has really known mc in any hiuauon, 
licrc ur ill f.ri^^'laiid. „ 

There is ab little foundation for another of Mr, Liancourt's 
infiuuations to mv prejudice. He fays, " he was received by 

my fon and m\ felf with as much politenefs as our cold and 
*' gloomv tempers ever dilph v ; tliat fome Engiillinien, who 

lately arrived in America, intended to fettle in the vicinity 

of Northumberland, but that they abandoned that intention, 

difgulled with a (ort of precedence claimed by me, and my 
" family, and by tlie aufterity of our manners," 

I wilh he had named thefe pcrfons, and 1 now call upon 
him to do it; that tlie appeal may be made to them. There 
are many Enulifh families now fettled in this place, and I ih - 
ver heard that any of ilicm ever complained ef the auitenty 
of our manners, or of any precedence claimed by us ; nor is 
it eafy to fay in what manner any precedence can he claimed 
in a fituation like ours. We received INlr. Liancourt and his 
friend in the beft manner in our power, and without anyprof- 
pe6l of a return ; and from the pol'tenefs of Frenchmen in 
general I ihould have expelled a more favourable notice of 
us. 

* If I may judge of Mr. Liancourt by what I faw of him, 
(and I faw juft as much of him as he did of me,) I Ihould 
imagine that I pafs as many chearful hours, both alone and 
in company, as he does. For a Frenchman, we all thought 
him rather dull. But we confidered that out of France 
he w.L^ out of his natural element. Otherwife, there would, 
I doubt not, have been more good hiunour, and aifo more 
truth, in his account of Northtimbcrland. 

If I complained of any want of refpe^l being fhewn to 
me on my arrival in this coiintry, or at any time fmce, I 
mull have been very unreafonable. The various exp^efJions 
of it being entirely unexpedled by me, and being nnufed to 
any thing of the kind, 1 was not a little embarraiied with 
them; but I acquitted myfeU as well as I could. The men- 
tion of the particular?, though thus called for, would fubjec^ 
me to the charge of vanity. Had Mr. Liancourt been re- 
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ceived in the Aime manner, (hould, 1 doubt not, \ivii 
had the full detail of them in the account of his travels* 

When I ^rrired the tide of popular opinion in politics was 
with me* After fome t-lme it turned^ and not turning 
with it, 1 could n<Jt cxpe6l to be borne up by it. It is now 
turning again; but not being a politician by piofefTion, this 
is a circumftance on which I do not lay any ilrefs. As to 
fiatefmen and politicians in general, there are none of them 
whofe opinion concerning me is of more confequence to 
me, than my opinion concerning them is to them, and I 
have no favours to aik of any of them^ 

A welcome reception in any place mull neceffarily depend 
upon the clafs and charadler of thofe by whom a perfon is 
received* Every thing favourable in my reception in this 
« countT}', I attribute to my being confidered as a friend of 
general liberty, which is profeifed by all Americans^ But 
I ( ould not be chagrined, if, as a ChrifUan, I was not re- 
fpe6iedhy unbefievcrs, as an Unitarian, by IVinitarl^s, or 
as a Democrat by Ariftocrats ; becaufe I was in kmnrn op^ 
portion to them* 

, If Mr* Liancourt^s account of the perfoas who did hot 
chufe to fettle in Northumberland on account of the aufteri-r 
ty of our manners be not altogether from his own imagina« 
tion, he muit refer to fome perfons Who, being unbelievers 
in chriftiantty, might perhaps prefume that our temper^ 
were gloomy becaufe we were chriftians, and give this ideai 
of us to him* But what rational or probable ground could 
there be for this opinion? 

Few perfons have had more opportunities of being ac 
quainted with unbelievers in every fphere of life than my-< 
felf, and from the beft obfervations that I have been able to 
make, I would not exchange my feelings for thofe of any of 
them* Indeed, what canb« thefource of joy to any peifon^ 
who knows that he mull foon die, and who believes that he 
ihaU then be blotted out of exiilence, compared with thofe ' 
of the man who believes that he is bom for eternity, and 
that his fphere of adlion and enjoyment will rife in propor-* 
tion to the dnration of his bein^ \ 

Place me in the lowed condition of human life, as poor, 
oppreffed, and perfecuted, as may be imagined, and only 
let me be a chrillian, and I ihatl not envy the proudeft mo- 
narch, or the moft felf-fufficient phllofopher* I Ihould even 
look down upon them, but with companion to them, and the 
deepeil humility^ and unfeigned gratitude to that great 
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Bemg mKo has given me this unfpeakable advant.igf», in die 
Jcnowledge of the befl of his gifts to man. Utibciievcrs, t 
doubt not, us %vcll as all other men, have the fame gn at ul- 
timate deltiiutioDf but it is unknown to them, and therefore 
they crnnot have that enohling elevation of mind, ivhich 
the belief of it IS cailcuUted to infpire. 

Unbelievers, or any other perfons who have good health, 
and g^ood animal fpirits, the effect of a good digeiiion, will, 
like aU q^her animals, have a certain dcgiec of enjoyment; 
Jjut as far as reflcElion can add to this (and this muft be a 
confiderablc article in the happinefs of all mtelligert beings) 
It is very liule, compared to the refources that chriilianity 
fupplies. 

* I may be allowed to have fome knowledge of the refources 
of general literature and philo£bphy; and thefe are, no 
doubt, confiderablc, compared to thofe of a perfon \\\\o is 
wholly illiterate. But the whole range of thought in the 
*jnind of an unbeliever, compared to that of a chriiHun, is 
fiot fo much as the narrow orbi' < f Mercury, to the im- 
kienfe fweep of the planet Herfchell, and the objects it pre- 
feDdlJ} are great and interefting, in proportion to its extent* 
•^ut this is equally loft to the mere nominal christians^ who 
iake ho pleafure in the iiudy of the fcripturt^s, and to abfo«- 
4ute unbelievers* That I do not advance this in fayour of 
chriftianity at random, may bfc prefuracd from the age to 
IVKhich I am now arrived, and the experience of various yi. 
ciiTitudes of life. 

There is almbft little truth in Mn Liancourt^s account 
of my neighbour Mrs. Darch (not Dafiias he. writes' the 
name) as in >vhat he fays of me and of my fituation and prof- 
pe6U* He very juiUy commends the fpirit and perfe- 
veraxice of Mrs. Oarch, but he ajlds what is by np means 
true, that on the land on which ihe is fettled not an iadi 

was cultivated, that fix months ago not a hut was to be 
^ feen, and' not a tree felled,'- whereas there had been a fa- 
mily the name <J[ Macloud fettled there aboti( fifteen 
years,* and all the land had bpcii cleared before (he pu^chafed 
it. The only improvement of any confequence that Ibe has 
made was to make a neir ^ad through a part of the ground* 

He fays, (he was then building a ftone houfe* The houfe 
is now built, but it is' of wood like my own. Two of her 
daughters, he fays, were married ; whereas this was the 
cafe of only one of them* 

I have not noticed all the errors of Mr. Liancourt's ac- 
count of this refpc^able family, and one of his refle<5lions 

i^s equally cruel and unjuft« 
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Of Mr. Liancourt*s work in other refpedU I do not pre*, 
tend to judge, having fecn Kttk of jS'otth America befides 
the place in which I refide; bift I cannot h^lp fufpedling, 
from this fpecimen, that many of his other obfervations are 
isqually hafty and inaccurate* 

Requeuing that you would make this letter public, and 
tranfmit a copy of it to Mr.Xiancourt, that he may have an 
Opportuoi^ of defending what he has publiibed} 

I am. 

Dear Sir, 

Yours fmcerely, 
JOSEPH PRIESTLEY. 
Northumberland, Januajy 1801, 
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Conrad and Co, at their bookftores in Philadelphiat 
Bailtiinore and Walhington* 

Polilical EiTiiys by Tho'^as Cooper of Northum- 
berland, the iecond edition with additions, i^iice iitty 
cents* 



The Conftitutions of the United States, according 
to the latcit auRiidmciits, to which are prefixed, the 
Declaration of Independence, and the Federal Con- 
ftitution with the amendents. — This edition contains 
the late Conftitutions of Vermont, Delaware, Geor* 
gia, and Kentucky, with the regulations for the go- 
vernment of the Territory North Weft of the Ohio \ 
alfo, the amendments to the Conilitutiojx ot Mary* 
laud, noc in any former edition. 

Price one dollar* 
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